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■v^:'By Ahmed Shaker 

Special to The Star 
flZESIDENT ARAFAT’S 
' 0w ^eisnr visit to Jordan was 
-viewed by Amman political 
;erv e ^ circles as his most important 
n u SUe JJ* Visit ever to the Kingdom. 
bcusinoZ 88 '.vlhough it was brief, lasting 
j no =° a bdly 16 hours, the visit laid 
'drUrtH. “"^i down the basis for die most 
Panngia.- significant stage of the Pales- 
. ijjuian state. This is the final 

r Ke P u n:hasri .phase of negotiations which is 
ons ln other., jo resolve all pending issues 
- ver between the Palestinians and 

! tie Israelis in a practical and 
’raan wanmj realistic manner. 
e S?aied sofe: £ President Arafat was person¬ 
al and socblI aDy ..interested in coming to 
Iranian eon.! -Amnian soon after his visit of 
ear difremo;j a few hours in Cairo to con- 
: firm dial Egypt and Jordan are 
f In format jflj his- two essential partners and 
-twosimuha.' t ° jShow dwt he particularly 
fn r busing' forward to Jordan's sup- 
iolut ions' "port-.in all the issues that will 

kino ,- 0| . l , be discussed with Israel in the 
, e if, . fcial stage, 
t T-'U ■ T The statements of His 
Majesty King Hussein were 
, very clear in reiterating Jor- 

' Cora P anj o-. dan's' welcome of the estab- 
□iencc. Acu-- ij^ent of a Palestinian state 
oDlem h s a. with Jerusalem as its capital on 
I Palestinian soil. Thus. His 
n thin all die | Majesty discredited the 
ich abstainer, attempts of some Israeli media 
nicipaie in i ! 10 ’offend Jordan by alleging 
e lime Also.' Aa^'during his meeting with 
and lecture. 
led mainly a 

imporuni n WJ If/ 

;r shows and iff I'# 0/ f'jJ W 

; a coccpoicr Vjv " .-- J — 

v else wonHi 7 y* 


King, Arafat meeting set 
relations on right course 


Israeli Foreign Minister Yehud 
Barak, King Hussein voiced 
concern about the imminent set 
up of a Palestinian entity or 
state. 

King Hussein also expressed 
Jordan's unequivocal support 
for the Palestinian people and 
their independent state with 
Jerusalem as its capital. This 
put an end to the alleged diver¬ 
gence between Jordan and the 
PLO on the future of Jerusa¬ 
lem and the allegations that 
Jordan was trying to spread its 
hegemony to the city within 
the context of its religious cus¬ 
tody of the holy places. 

The need of the self-rule 
authorities for Jordanian exper¬ 
tise was another issue accentu¬ 
ated during the discussions. 
King Hussein emphasized that 
he already advised Prime Min¬ 
ister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to 
provide the Palestinians with 
all the consultancy and exper¬ 
tise needed. 

King Hussein extended great 
hospitality to President Arafat, 
putting his private aircraft at 
itis disposal. King Hussein, 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Prime Minister and other 
top ranking officials received 
Arafat and saw him off at 
Amman Civil Airport Soon 
after Arafat's arrival, everyone 
attended prolonged working 



session at the Royal Court, 
which lasted until 3 am. Then 
both leaders had a light meal 
before ending their meeting at 
6 am. What is noteworthy is 
that President Arafat canceled a 
scheduled meeting with Pales¬ 
tine National Council members 
residing in Jordan. 

After a few hours of rest. 
President Arafat resumed talks 
with the Prime Minister, during 
which he presented a proposal 
for consideration by the Jorda¬ 
nian government. Among other 
things, the paper included a list 
of Jordanian experts recom¬ 


mended by the self-rule author¬ 
ities to work in the PNA areas 
for one year. It also included 
ihe PNA's plans and its inten¬ 
tion to establish a Palestinian 
currency. However, the Pales¬ 
tinian president assured Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker that work on this issue 
would not begin in less than 
three years, keeping the Jorda¬ 
nian dinar as the main currency 
of circulation in the self-rule 
areas. 

President Arafat is said to 
have extended an invitation to 
the Prime Minister to visit the 


self-rule areas, and that 
Sharif Zeid promised to do so 
after the Eid el Fitr holidays. 

The next few weeks will 
witness an enforcement of all 
bilateral agreements between 
the two sides. Meetings will 
be held in Amman, Gaza and 
Ramailah by the sub¬ 
committees to discuss putting 
the economic, financial, agri¬ 
cultural, industrial, communi¬ 
cation and energy agreements 
into action. 

President Arafat also 
briefed King Hussein on his 
talks with Egyptian President 
Husni Mubarak. A trilateral 
meeting of the three leaders 
is expected to take place in 
Cairo next month to coordi¬ 
nate their positions for the 
next era and to support Pales¬ 
tinian negotiations on the 
issues that need finalizing. This 
meeting will be convened just 
a few weeks before the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli negotiations are 
scheduled to finalize agree¬ 
ments on issues such as refu¬ 
gees, borders, the status of 
Jerusalem, water resources and 
settlements. 

Arafat described the solution 
of these problems as the true 
key to peace. He said that with¬ 
out a just and honorable solu¬ 
tion to these problems, the 
whole peace process in the 
region will collapse. ■ 
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Minister of Interior under hammer 
from human rights activists 


d organizes By Biied A1 Abed 
maiism’ilB "•■•■■StarStagWriter 

THEY KILLED my son, 
[and], now they wane to ruin 
" *•"* ter .reputation,” said Mrs 

- 2 ^-^miaa Matar.'-/whose young son, 
’ Ahmad, was shot dead in his 
carby a policeman in Septem- 
- berlastyear. She was respond- 
! ing-to the Minister of Interior, 
Mri Saiameh Hammad, who 
I taKT* ;.:the car that the student 
: .—Ahmad—was- riding in. was 
| wanted in drug cases...” 

! , This is a fabrication 
<$amst my son and contradicts 
reports and the testimo- 
J^K of policenien in court.” 

; Mis Matar told The Star. “The 
; car Was completely clean, and 
; jf."Wasn't wanted by anybody, 
'as ^confirmed by the chief 
, «•J&e- metropolitan police 
^fSrtmenL His excellency 
coytfer to the police report, 
iw &ch ; I. doubt he has not 


already seen." 

Mr Hammad’s statement 
came in a memo sent to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in 
reply to a draft report of the 
Arab Human Rights Organiza¬ 
tion’s lAHROj annual report 
concerning public liberties in 
Jordan. In this memo, which 
was released to the press last 
week, Mr Hammad denied that 
there are any human rights vio¬ 
lations in the country, and 
stated the Government's full 
adherence to the constitution 
and the law. He described the 
report as "containing false 
information and having no 
basis in reality.” 

Surprisingly, early this 
week, the AHRO stated that it 
has yet to release its annual 
report for 1995. ‘‘Like any 
other social civic organization, 
the secretary of the council 
prepares a draft of the report. 



Hammad 


which is then discussed by die 
members of the board, before 


its release.’’ said Dr 
Labib Kamhawi, vice 
president of the AHRO. 
"Such report is unoffi¬ 
cial and does not repre¬ 
sent the organization 
until it is ratified.” 

At the same time, the 
organization did not 
deny the human rights 
violations mentioned in 
the draft report, but 

I expressed its astonish¬ 
ment over the fact that 
the Minister had gained 
access to it 
‘The information in 
ihe draft report is 100 
percent correct, and does 
not even reflect the 

_I whole picture. The final 

1 report will be released in 
February as usual.” said 
Kamhawi. ‘The Minis¬ 
ter's behavior aims at 
creating a state of conflict with 
the orsanization.” 


In a press conference held at 
the headquarters of the AHRO 
this week, the organization reit¬ 
erated its allegations and pre¬ 
sented witnesses who were vic¬ 
tims of violations, but whose 
claims were denied by Mr 
Hammad. 

“Upon the request of the 
General Intelligence Dept 
(GID), I was dismissed from 
my work at the Ministry of 
Culture, and later the same 
thing happened at Royal Jorda¬ 
nian." said Mr Kayid Kalbo- 
neh. who was a member of the 
student council ai the Univer¬ 
sity of Jordan, and a member 
of the leftist Hashd party. 
“After several attempts at find¬ 
ing out the reason behind these 
dismissals. I was told by the 
GID that 1 constitute a threat to 
state security." said Mr Kalbo- 
neh who has been suffering 

Continued on page 3 


jbabl> il* j 

men ^ | . By Josh Friedman 

is. j LA Times-Washingto n Post 
•N 1 ' News Service 

from to# - Bosma- 

r hi repci 1 ' twrzcgovina—When Police 
r h , \Pk' e fIvo Katie speaks, people 
hi f“* re in tfie Usora Valley listen 
- ni - p ' $ 2nd obey. But only in Usbra. 
rnuif ; Katie, a Croat, is, like the 
, several thousand other Croats 
en ^ this.. tiny, self-proclaimed 
guns & municipality in central Bosnia, 
j fc.virtnd-prisoner here. If he 
iaJT ed- & I Vprinires across the Usora 
j Insifr ! a few hundred yards east 
the w# ?f:.P ;o .h'ce headquarters, he is 
. M i, ne rflJ ■ to be arrested by the 
>P ' Jfoslun police chief of 
.. .-d 1 1 Tcs »i—his former boss, Sem- 
v!>i[ \-l ^ttehm^Mehinedonic, who has 
n lt,e . j \ arrested 

. n onn tD ! Kafic twice. 

: “He is a fanatic ,v. 
n out ,a rcfigious nationalist ■■ %r & 
I T a ^ deluded ■mmjfs 
Wiog 1 ; y says. Katie.' FI/* 
' i whose office K - 


Tale of two cities: For both, it is 

the worst of times 


: “He is a fanatic 
n oU t 18 religious nationalist 
T a very deluded 
5““." says. Katie. 
nll m#' '^_^ vh ose office 
dis- 

d ‘ S? s a of 

■ 3 ‘ John Paul 0 

i ll V >«nnJy, greeting 
:u lcJ ' mi - President 
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A ftw. miles away and 
■ acr °ss the river, Mehmedonic, 
ahletically built man of few 
Wor ds, agrees to an interview 


after his midaftemoon prayers. 
Tired and a little cranky 
because of his Ramadan fast, 
Mebmedotuc. 35. doesn’t have 
much good to say about Katie, 
either. 

"He was a hard worker but 
he fell in with Croatian nation¬ 
alists and became disloyal. 
Then he became a spy,” said 
Mehmedonic, whose office is 
adorned with pictures of 
Islamic landmarks and slogans 
in Arabic. 

Former co-workers, now bit¬ 
ter enemies, the two men are 
playing out on a small stage the 
drama that on a national level is 
creating worry from Sarajevo to 
Washington, 

f DC. abom 
die future of 
the Federa¬ 
tion of Bos- 
nia- 

Herzegovina, 

__ , which envi- 

Report s c a —: 

• eminent 
stabilized by 
a multiethnic police force. 

The 22-month-old federation 
is now threatened by an inabil¬ 
ity of the Muslims and Croats, 
on-and-off allies against the 
Serbs, to trust each other and 


live under each other’s 
authority. 

In some communities 
recently, Muslim and Croat 
police forces have beaten each 
other’s people—and sometimes 
killed them. In Usora, the ten¬ 
sion between the police forces 
drove Croat and Muslim troops 
to the brink of armed combat in 
the last few weeks. 

Danish NATO troops moved 
in at the Iasi minute to separate 
the two sides. But NATO offi¬ 
cials sound nearly helpless, 
despite their military power, to 
resolve the situation since they 
say it is beyond their mission 
and must be addressed by the 
United Nations' 1,700-strong 
international police force, 
which is still months from full 
deployment, according to UN 
sources. 

The commander of US 
forces in Bosnia, Gen. William 
Nash, believes that Muslim- 
Croat tensions, especially in 
Usora and other areas such as 
the Brcko region to the north of 
Tuzla and Vares to the south, 
pose the most serious threat to 
impiementating the Dayton. 
Ohio, agreement, according to 
NATO and Bosnian military 
officials who are working to 
deal with the problem. 


Ironically, there is less con¬ 
cern about Bosnian Serbs, who 
have so far not actively resisted 
the Dayton agree mem. 

The Muslim-Croat enmity is 
nothing new. In a stroke of cos¬ 
mic bad luck. Bosnia is on the 
front line where East and West 
butt up against each other. 
Croatian Catholics act as if 
they are defending Rome 
against Serbian Orthodox 
Christians and Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims, both of whom trace their 
roots ro Constantinople— 
renamed Istanbul in 1930 by 
the Turks. Many have tried to 
suppress the area’s ethnic dif¬ 
ferences—from the Ottoman 
Turks to the Austro-Hungarian 
empire to the World War II 
Axis powers of Germany and 
Italy to the Soviet Union. All 
have failed. 

Now come the United States 
and the European Community, 
trying to stem the ethnic blood¬ 
bath of the collapse of Yugo¬ 
slavia. Their first attempt failed 
because they did not give the 
United Nations a strong man¬ 
date or adequate firepower. 
Now NATO—armed with 
sweeping powers under Iasi 
month’s Dayton agreement and 
up to 60.000 troops—is trying. 

The landscape of the Usora 


Valley depicts the ethnic split 
that is roiling it. Croat commu¬ 
nities dating back hundreds of 
years dot the hills on the Usora 
River's west side, where the 
Croats have unilaterally 
declared their own municipal¬ 
ity, though most of its popula¬ 
tion, estimated at from 5.000 to 
18.000, is working abroad. 
Catholic churches stand on the 
hilltops and stores and houses 
display pictures of saints and 
the pope. 

Just to the east side of the 
river is the municipality of 
Tesanj, based in a picturesque 
town dominated by a hilltop 
fortress built by the Romans 
and reinforced by the Ottoman 
Turks. The spires of mosques 
poke u p among old houses. 

On the roads, decommis- • 
sioned soldiers return home in 
ragtag uniforms. Separate 
flags—red and white for j 
Croats; blue, white and gold for 
Muslims—hang in front of 
homes or over streets. 

To the north of both groups 
are the Serbs, kept at bay by a 2 
1 /2-mile zone of separation 
patrolled by NATO troops from 
Denmark. 

The Danes, who deployed in 
an abandoned factoiy near Tes- 

Continued on page 2 


110 000 enfants condamnes en Irak 
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Pentagon memo may 
threaten US spy’s 
release to Israel 


By Marjorie Miller 

La Times-Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

JERUSALEM—Publication of 
a Pentagon memo warning that 
Israel may be using American 
Jews to spy on military con¬ 
tractors comes at a bad time 
for the Israeli government’s 
quiet efforts to win the release 
of Jonathan Jay Pollard, an 
American Jew who spied for 
Israel. 

The internal memo, assert¬ 
ing that Israel was trying to 
steal US military and industrial 
secrets by exploiting "strong 
ethnic ties” in the United 
States, raises anew the specter 
of American Jews with a dual 
loyalty. And it has prompted 
some Israelis to suggest the 
leak may have been a move to 
stymie efforts to get Pollard a 
presidential pardon—even 

though the memo was publi¬ 
cized by the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) of B'nai B'ritii, 
a prominen. Jewish organiza¬ 
tion. "Obviously, there are a 
lot of American Jews in sensi¬ 
tive positions and it is tempt¬ 
ing to make accusations," said 
Joseph Alpher, director of the 
Israel/Middle East office of the 
American Jewish Committee 
in Jerusalem. 

But the memo—later 
retracted—apparently did not 
document new cases of espion¬ 
age or point to “the next Pol¬ 
lard," Alpher said, and so he 
suspects there was another 
motive behind its release. 
“Maybe the leak of the report 
was carried out by people who 
wanted to keep Pollard in jail," 
he said. 

The ADL said in a letter to 
US Defense Secretary William 
J. Perry that the Pentagon 
directive “impugns American 
Jews and borders on anti- 
Semitism.” 
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Pollard’s Israeli passport 

American Jewish leaders 
also said the memo re fleets the 
mood in the US intelligence 
community since Pollard’s spy¬ 
ing for Israel was discovered 
10 years ago. 

The Pollard case has been a 
painful embarrassment for the 
Israeli government, first 
because it was caught spying 
on its chief benefactor and ally, 
and then—after claiming Pol¬ 
lard’s spying was a rogue oper¬ 
ation—because it was seen by 
many Israeli citizens as having 
effectively abandoned one of 
its own on the battlefield. 

Many Israelis feel their gov¬ 
ernment has allowed Pollard to 
languish in US prisons rather 
than fight with the United 
States over his release. Last 
year, a sympathetic play called 
"Pollard" drew huge crowds in 
Tel Aviv and helped supporters 
collect tens of thousands of sig¬ 
natures on a petition calling for 
presidential clemency. 

Three prime ministers have 
raised the issue with American 
presidents in one form or 
another. Prime Minister Yit¬ 


zhak Rabin brought it up with 
President Clinton just weeks 
before he was assassinated last 
November. Shimon Peres 
brought up the pardon on his 
last trip ro Washington, DC. 

Last week, Israel granted 
Pollard citizenship and an 
Israeli passport, hoping to give 
a boost to the appeal for a 
pardon. 

At least until the publication 
of the confidential memo on 
Tuesday, the Israeli govern¬ 
ment had felt its chances were 
good of getting a pardon from 
such a friendly American presi¬ 
dent. even though the US intel¬ 
ligence and defense communi¬ 
ties have been steadfastly 
opposed to any break for the 
convicted spy." 

“The Pollard affair left a big 
scar, and I think we learned our 
lesson," said a government offi¬ 
cial who declined to be identi¬ 
fied. "But we feel he has served 
10 years and it’s time already. 
He has paid his dues. This has 
become a humanitarian issue." 


UN to open talks with 
Iraq on oil sales 


By John M. Goshko 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

UNITED NATIONS—Iraqi 
and UN officials will begin 
talks on 6 February about per¬ 
mitting the Baghdad govern¬ 
ment to sell oil to earn money 
for food and humanitarian aid 
for Us hard-pressed people. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali announced this 
week. 

He set the date after Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
government said it is willing to 
enter discussions based on the 
oil-for-food formula decreed 
by the Security Council to 
afford partial relief from the 
economic and financial sanc¬ 
tions imposed on Iraq during 
the 1990-1991 Kuwait crisis 
and Gulf War. 

Informed diplomatic sources 
said it is too early to tell 
whether this new round of 
talks will be more successful 
than previous efforts, which 
ended without any agreements. 
However, initial indications 
are that Iraq will seek to mod¬ 
ify the UN formula in ways 
unacceptable to the United 
States and its allies on the 
Security Council, the sources 
said. If so, they added, the new 
talks are likely to result in fur¬ 
ther stalemate. 

The sanctions have 
remained in effect for five 
years because a special UN 
commission monitoring Iraq's 
behavior says it has not com¬ 
plied fully with council 
demands, including the dis¬ 
mantling of its program to 
develop weapons of mass 
destruction. Iraq agreed to 
these condition? as the price 
for ending the hostilities that 
began with its invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990 and led 
to its forcible expulsion from 
Kuwait in early 1991 by the 
US-led Desert Storm military 
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Oil sales are needed to finance humanitarian relief 


operation. 

Baghdad also has rejected as 
a violation of its sovereignity 
the council's conditions for a 
limited, tightly controlled oil 
sale to generate funds for 
humanitarian relief. The UN 
plan, outlined in Security 
Council resolution 986. would 
permit Iraq to sell S2 billion 
worth of oil over six months. 
Baghdad has balked at the 
UN’s insistence that it control 
the amount of humanitarian 
supplies that go lo Kunlish 
rebels in northern Iraq, and that 
most of the oil be shipped via 


Iraq's pipeline through Turkey 
rather than Iraq’s port at Mina 
al-Bakr. 

The latest attempt to break 
the impasse will be conducted 
initially by Abdul Amir 
Anbari, who was Iraq’s ambas¬ 
sador to the United Nations at 
the time of the Gulf War, and 
Undersecretary General Hans 
Corel!, the UN's legal counsel. 
UN sources said their efforts 
will determine whether the 
talks will be elevated to a 
higher level involving Bou¬ 
tros-Ghali and Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. ■ 
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It’s the latest fad: 
The fighting 
deputy!! 


I hope the kids won’t 
pick up such bad 
manners from the 
deputies!! 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 


Draft election law under review 

■ The proposed amendment to the Election Law will 
increase the number of Lower House deputies from 80 io_a 
100. on lowering the age of voting from 19 to 18 and in 
changing electoral districts. 

The increase of deputies will raise the number of Christian 
seats from nine to 11. and the seats of the Chechen and Circas¬ 
sians from three to four. However, wbat is noticeable is the 
increase of the number of seats for the Amman Govern orate 
from 18 to 22: Amman electoral district is to have eight seats 
including a seat for the Chechen and Circassians and two seats 
for the Christians: The Marka district would have three seats 
for Muslims: A1 Jamiaa district three seats for Muslims, 
including a seal for the Chechen and Circassians: The Na’our 
and Wadi Al Sier districts would have four seats, including 
one for the Chechen and Circassians; while Quweismeh. 
Sahab. Jizeh and Muwaqar districts while have four seats for 
Muslims. 

The amendments propose to partition the Irbid Govemorate 
into seven electoral districts instead of five, including that of 
Jerash and Ajloun. Deputies will increase from 14 to 19: 
Wasat Irbid. four Muslims and a Christian; Bani Ubeid and 
Northern Mazar. four Muslims and a Christian; Ramtha. two 
Muslims: Bani Kenaneh, two Muslims: Al Koura. two Mus¬ 
lims: Northern Ghour, two Muslims; Taybeh and Wasateyah. 
tvuo Muslims. Some districts would be split, while new ones 

created. , 

In the Balqa Govemorate. seats will increase from 8 to ID, 
of which sis will be go to the Salt district (four Muslims and 
two Christians); Southern Shouneh and Deir Alla, two Mus¬ 
lims: Ein Al Basha two Muslims. 

Karak will have 10 seats instead of nine: Qasaba: three (two 
Muslims and a Christians; Southern Mazar, two Muslims; 
Southern Ghour. two Muslims. 

The Ma’an Govemorate is to have four deputies, two for 
the Ma'an district and two for Shoubak and Wadi Mousa. 
Presentlv, Ma’an has five deputies. The Zarqa Govemorate is 
to increase its seats from five to nine, seven Muslims, one for 
Chechen and Circassians, and one Christian. Jerash is to have 
another seat; Northern Bedu, Mid-Bedu, and Southern Bedu 
districts are to have three seats each, an increase of a scat for 
each. 

The articles of the new draft law have been narrowed down 
to 59 from the present 75-article law. 


Dr Sweiss also argued that 
since Shbcilat is not convicted, 
he should not be treated as a 
prisoner even while still in 
detention. He pointed out that 
forcing the former deputy and 
current President of the Engi¬ 
neers Association to wear a 
prison uniform is wrong. Dr 
Sweiss added the officials 
ought to at least preserve the 
detainee’s dignity. In his opin¬ 
ion. the authorities concerned 
would gain the appreciation of 
the people if they put such 
basic principles into effect. 

Dr Sweiss noted that the 
court has prevented the defence 
committee from questioning 
witnesses for 16 times. He 
added that the defense commit¬ 
tee’s legal objections were 
ignored by the court. 

” Dr Sweiss stressed that the 
State Security Court is a consti¬ 
tutional court. But from a 
broader judicial point of view, 
mar- * ; slators regard “spe¬ 
cial courts’ as the ideal places 
for working against liberties 
justice, and individual rights." 


Kabariti retorts 

■ Many critical statements by 
Iraqi ministers and officials 
were passed to the press grudg¬ 
ing certain political press 
releases issued by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and by min¬ 
ister Kabariti in particular on 
Iraq. 

Al Hadaih weekly quoted 
Kabariti retorting by saying 
that *his excellency, the Iraqi 
Foreign Minister is a friend, 
for whom we express apprecia¬ 
tion and respect.’ He added 
that ‘Sahhaf knows very well 
that our information on the 
Iraqi people's suffering comes 
from primary sources, espe¬ 
cially the Iraqi visitors to Jor¬ 
dan.’including Iraqi officials.* 
However, in all cases ‘we 
understand and appreciate the 
situation of the Iraqi officials. 
They are helpless as far as 
decision-making is concerned,* 
Kabariti pointed out. 

Al Hadath said that in 
regard to the statements of the 
Iraqi Minister of Trade. Kaba¬ 
riti commented by saying that 
‘Jordan’s position is based on 
the non-linking of trade and 
humanitarian relations with 
political ones." Kabariti 
recalled in this connection a 


previous visit of the same Iraqi 
minister to Jordan during which 
he earnestly requested Jordan’s 
permission for investment in 
the Iraqi dinar. Two weeks 
after the issuance of the permis¬ 
sion. the Iraqi dinar was 
changed, so the Jordanians paid 
a heavy price for their Arab- 
national stance. ‘Once again, 
credibility is the major problem 
of the Iraqi regime.* Kabariti 
said. 


Population census: 
Better late 
than never 

■ In accordance with the 1994 
census conducted by the Gen¬ 
eral Department of Statistics 
iGDSk Jordan's population 
stood at 4.139.458. The distri¬ 
bution among the 12 govemo- 
rates of the Kingdom is as fol¬ 
lows: The Capital: 1.579,809: 
Irbid: 747.179; Zarqa: 640.094; 
Balqa: 280.537; Mafraq: 

178.S56; Madaba: 103.183; 

Jerash: 123.190: Aqaba: 

79.839: Ajloun: 94.548: Karak: 
169.770: Tafileh: 62.783; 

Ma*an: 79.670. 

The census shows that the 
population growth between 

1952-1994 was 4.7*. It has 
found that the average family 
size of the 672.462 families 
surveyed was 6.2 compared to 
6.7 in 1979. the highest average 


was recorded in Mafraq (6.9 
persons), while the lowest was 
in Aqaba (5.8 persons). 

The census indicates that 
41.4% Of the population are 
below 15 years old. compared 
to 50% in 1979. Males com¬ 
prise 52.2% of the population, 
and females 47.8%. 

The census indicates that 
38% of the population is con¬ 
centrated in the Amman Goy- 
emorate: followed by Irbid 
(18.2%), and Zarqa (15.4%). 
Jordanian citizens constitute 
92.4% of the total population, 
while the remaining 7.6% are 
non-Jordanians, says the cen¬ 
sus. However, it adds that only 
S6.3% of the population have 
obtained a 'national number.’ 

There were 216,133 Jorda¬ 
nian expatriates from the Gulf 
states. 86.8% of whom 
returned from Kuwait and 
stayed in Jordan, while the 
rest left for the West Bank or 
immigrated to the US and 
Canada. 

The census shows that mar¬ 
ried people constitute 55% of 
the population, whereas single 
and never married people 
totalled nearly 40%. 

Illiteracy among the popula¬ 
tion decreased from 3.-.6^ 
among males and 48.2% 
among females in 1979 to 
14.9% and 20.6% respectively 
in 1994. Illiteracy was highest 
in Mafraq (26.9%) and lowest 
in the Amman Govemorate 
(10.9%). 

The census shows that con¬ 
struction in the Kingdom 
amounted to 503.935 buildings 
at an annual growth rate of 
3.5% between 1979-1994. 
During this period, a total of 
834.604 residential buildings 
were constructed, with a 
growth rale of 6.5%. Of these. 
55.8% were apartments. At the 
time of the census, there were 
77,229 vacant residences (i.e. 
9.2% of the total), while 54% 
of the vacant places were 
apartments. A percentage of 
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Deputies curse each other 
in public this week 


Taher Al Masri on journalism 


■ In a frank, and open 
discussion with Ad Dus- 
iour daily, former prime 
minister and former 
speaker of the Lower 
House, Mr Taher Al 
Masri described journal¬ 
ism as “a profession, a 
message, and a business," 
and "none of these func¬ 
tions should override the 
other.** He added that 
“journalism hasn’t so far 
stood up to its profession 
or message in Jordan.” 

Masri noted that there 
are two kinds of press in 
the country. The first can 
be called “the cautious" 
press, which covers most 
of the dailies; and the sec¬ 
ond is “the sensational” press which in the 
majority includes the weeklies. He pointed out 
that the" cautious newspapers do not represent 
Jordanian society. ‘They are based on lipser- 
vice and flattery, and don’t deal with the real 
problems of Jordanians. These papers rather 


present marginal social issues, 
and are far from handling deep 
and serious discussion on inter¬ 
ests and concerns." 

However, the weeklies “are 
courageous in presenting sensi¬ 
tive news and issues, but they 
sometimes are too sensational 
and less accurate,” Al Masri 
emphasized. He explained that 
journalism of both kinds can 
direct the Jordanian citizen to 
the right path and end. They 
| con also play the controller role 
[ over the three authorities. Al 
Masri nevertheless noted that 
“journalism’s development is 
incompatible with the concept 
of democracy. It has on ihe 
contrary become a captive of 
certain considerations which 
arc not in conformity with its professionalism 
and message.” 

Al Masri said he believed that the more ‘the 
cautious' dailies open their pages to true prob¬ 
lems. the less sensational the weeklies 


become. 


80.4% of all homes were 
inhabited, with Zarqa showing 
the hichcst rate of occupancy 
(83.1%). 

According to the GDS, the 
number of Palestinian refugees 
and displaced in the Kingdom 
was not specified to avoid con¬ 
fusion. though detailed infor¬ 
mation is available at the Min¬ 
istry of Interior and the 
Department of Palestinian 
Adairs. Neither did Lhc GDS 
give information on the num¬ 


ber of 
country. 


Christians 


Laith Shbeilat—Why 
the only case? 

■ In spite of the Press and Pub¬ 
lication Department's circular 
(December 1995) prohibiting 
the publication of information 
on the procedures and delibera¬ 
tions of the Laith Shbcilat trial 
in the local newspapers, we can 
hardly respond. Why? Dr Sulei¬ 
man Sweiss wrote in Al Mash - 
req weekly and said: "What 
draws attention to this political 
trial, which has been given a 
legal coating, is the court’s 
insistence not to release the 
defendant on bail. Though this 
is an exclusive right of the 
court, it gives the impression 
that the trial is more political 
than legal." Sweiss wrote. 


Iraq harasses Jordan’s 
ambassador in Baghdad 


Karaki denies 
resignation 

■ Surprise, surprise. Earlier 
this week Al Majd reported that 
Dr Khalid Al Karaki had 
resigned his post as Minister of 
Information. He was said to be 
tired of his post and wanted to 
return to academia. However. 
A l Majd reported more serious 
reasons for this. Al Karaki has 
been subject to official criti¬ 


cism over his statements say¬ 
ing that there was no need to 
have any relations or agree¬ 
ments between Jordanian and 
Israeli media, since the latter 
docs not have a Ministry of 
Information. He added that any 
radio and television agree¬ 
ments should be made through 
the Ministry of Communica¬ 
tions. However, fiat denial of 
this report was issued in Ad 
Dustour later in the week. But 
even this has not ended the 
speculations. 


■ News from Baghdad said 
that one consequence of His j 

Majesty King Hussein's call M 

for political changes in Iraq B: 

is the recent harassment of j * 

the Jordanian ambassador i f 

in Baghdad, Bassam Kak- I 1 

ish, by the Iraqi intelligence : 1 

apparatus, or mukhabarat. ! 

The Iraqi Broadcasting 
Corp. reported from Lon- !K. '\j 
don that the mukhabarat f 

placed Kakish under sur- ! r||H 
veillance, eavesdropping on | f 

conversations within his Ijj pttjl l j 
official Baghdad residence 
from neighboring houses. Kakish 
His electricity and water 



were deliberately cut off sev¬ 
eral times a day, often For 
hours. His telephone line was 
permanently cut off and large 
piles of rubbish were left in 
front of his residence. 

The ambassador counter¬ 
acted these measures by hav¬ 
ing an electric generator and 
water storage tanks privately 
installed. The correspondent 
added that the ambassador 
had sent all his family to Jor¬ 
dan for their own safety. 

U should be noted that 
harassment of diplomats is a 
violation of international law. 


Night clubs: the need 
for definition 


■ Has anyone or you people out there heard of a night 
dub? Well, apparently, our honorable Minister of Inter¬ 
ior sought to define it for us. Mr Hamiuad said a night 
dub is a licensed public place that is touristicaily catego¬ 
rized to serve tourism in general and foreign visitors in 
particular. He added that these places have artists that 
perform music and dance, some of which are related to 
Jordanian folklore. Is this true, about the last point I 
mean? In all fairness however, he was replying to a ques¬ 
tion by IAF deputy Abd Al Aziz Jabr, who has been a 
constant nuisance where these things are concerned. But 
seriously, the minister added that there are 15 licensed 
dubs in the country. Such dubs are under constant 
supervision from the authorities, obviously to make sure 
that they don't do anything wc wouldn't do. 
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THE NATURE of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s reception of 
Palestinian President Yassir 
Arafat in Amman earlier this 
week indicates that Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations arc taking 
a new turn, said deputy Dr 
Abdallah Nsour. chairman of 
lhc Lower House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. Nsour told 
The Star that the joint Jorda¬ 
nian delegation of deputies 
and ministers, headed by for¬ 
eign minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti to Gaza, and their 
meeting with President Arafat 
represents the true happy feel¬ 
ings of Jordanians and their 
leadership to the Palestinian 
elections. 

Dr Nsour said Mr Kabariti’s 
visit was well received. He 
added it was 'successful.' 
‘intimate.’ and 'very warm.' 
He said the Palestinian elec¬ 
tions was a vindication that the 
Declaration of Principles 
brought about on achievement 
that has a decisive impact on 
the Palestinian cause. He 
added that all those who who 
bet that the accord is 'formal 
and worthless* arc useless. 

Deputy Nsour said that lhc 
Palestinian elections were free. 


earned out peacefully, and 
enjoyed a high turn out. 

The liming of Mr Kabriti’s 
visit is significant. Dr Nsour 
said it was a political gesture 
to President Arafat of Jordan's 
support. 

Nsour, however, blamed the 
Jordanian media for nut doing 
sufficiently analyzing the 
importance or the Palestinian 
elections. He said that in 
today's world there is no place 
for a state or an organization 
without elections. 

Ballots have become a 
sacred right. So. he added, 
whatever effort Israel exerts, it 
can neither relleci the event 
nor alter it. Israel became cap¬ 
tive of its decision once it 
accepted the elections (a take 
place. And hence it became 
captive to the Palestinian deci¬ 
sion of going ahead towards 
building their statehood. 

Dr Nsour said that "true, the 
Palestinian negotiator still 
faces hardship and intransi¬ 
gence. hut the Palestinian state 
is coming " He added that 
never was there such a deci¬ 
siveness in this regard as it is 
now. “Hence, and as the elec¬ 
tions have proved it, wc have 
to begin thinking of the sub¬ 
ject of confederation. Nsour 
pointed out that right now wc 


have two options. | 

“Either wc stand . 
without action wail- ; 
ing for the setting up , 

of the Palestinian ; . ^ 

state, which is an I M 

irresponsible, unrea- 

IiStic and anti- I H|j 

national option, or ; |K£ 

wc start coord ina- 

tion right now on 

this path which d| 

leads to unity. Jf wc :K|!!S 

don't do that we ll 

make the issue of Hnjjifj 

confederation Im sTW 

impossible.” > 

Nsour therefore ; [pigg 

called for immediate 

coordination in the 
economic, cultural, and politi¬ 
cal fields that would facilitate 
the creation of the confederal 
stale in the future. He added 
that the call of the foreign min¬ 
ister upon the Palestinian lead¬ 
ership to have a joint Jwda- 
nian-Palest ini an _ Committee 

that would immediately 
assume supervision over ail 
forms of coordination, enn- 
WClSi meetings, and planned 


projects, and be an institutional 
umbrella of permanent and live 
character. Nsour expressed his 
own opinion on this issue by 
saying that "this coordinating 
committee should not be a sier' 
entype of similar Arab com¬ 
mittees with seasonal meeting, 
but a permanent executive sec¬ 
retariat with Tull time employ¬ 
ment. headquarter plans, pro¬ 
jects. and sub committees." ■ 


Tale of two cities 
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on the 
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PARLIAMENT, OR at ' 
least the Lower House, 
has been very colorful for T. 

the lost week or so. Fitsl it '~ : 

was deputy Tojan Faisal ‘ 

and her tussle with the air- -■* l1 l i 

port customs over her : % &■> j 
video camera. Accusing '! 

Government officials of :l: ~[ 

being smugglers, she was ' f 

promised by Deputy ' 

Prime Minister Abdel ; 

Raouf Al Rawabdeh that :r ' 
she would be taken to c ^ v 
court for such an Eln 


. ' v V-1.’ 1 ’' ’' 

■K$'. - • 

■•V* r ‘ L . J ,V- r:‘- ■- 


court tor suen an 
allegation. 

Then there was the out¬ 
break between Islamist 
deputies. Sheikh Abdel 
Mun’im Abu Zant and 
Ahmed Al Kassasbeh on 
one hand, and the fiery 
Abdel Karim Al Dughmi 
on the other. Begining as 
a minor argument over 




i'--- 


House roles, it turned into f.i • ’ ■ ’ ._ 

a major skirmish with 

both sides hurling insults, :• J r . 

and abuse at one another. j- :. ■ • r ‘ 1 

Cursing of the worst kind Z.f.-y " r:: 1 

was heard all over; and all - 

this was happening under : . . y : 

the dome of our Parlia- . ’ 

mentary institution. : ' VJ _• 

While it could be said 'f .. 
that the Jordanian Parlia- 
ment has got used so such , ' i ;. \ : - - 

parliamentary behavior ™ 
ever since Ahmed AJ ;- ,r - 
Khreisha threw.an ashtray ... .. - ... _• 

at Toujan Faisal, neverthe- •’ 1 ..'. l'_. ,. 
less what was witnessed ^~ 
last week was something ' 7 - 3 * r V 'r 
that many would wish to ; _; . 


forget. 

While parliamentarians, ^ 
said such incidents can :-- r ■ 
take place in legislatures s»w.:r: 
all around the world, how- st li-..’ :* 
ever, it says a great deal 
not only about building 
parliamentary ethics but jcx*? 
of the era that Jordan ts- v- 1 
going through. . r“ 

Some parliamentary . 
watchers have even said t. r »- « 
that Lower House depu- 




t. r»- 

?» UJi- . 


ties, or some at least, have tyi vmv: r- 


come to feel a sense of 
helplessness and pent up 
frustration over the state 
of affairs in the country 
whether because of the 
peace treaty, high prices 
or allegations of state cor¬ 
ruption. Thus, resorting 
to such antics of the very 
worst kind is simply 
another way of expressing 
themselves. 

Such an assessment 
may be correct since in 
recent weeks and on occa¬ 
sional days, Lhe Lower 
House failed to meet 
because it did not reach 
legal quorum. On one 
occasion, the Speaker of 
the House. Said Haycl Al 
Srour, was seen as leaving 
Ihe chamber to round up 
deputies. 

Lower House commit¬ 
tees have also found it dif¬ 
ficult to meet because 
members were not turning 
up. And this is certainly 
not due to Ramadan, but 
the malaise, at least in 
these committees, has 
increased during the last 
few months. 

Such committees are a 
vital pan of the legislative 
process. They look at and 
recommend amendment 
draft laws and if they fail 
to meet, this would be 
very disruptive. 

There are clearly major 
problems in Parliament 
Deputies, the administra¬ 
tion and the Speakers of 
both houses muAt sit 
together and sort things 
out. before things run out 
of hand. ■ 
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Deputies, patriotism and the 
responsible press 


0 }] }l IT’S PROBABLY Ramadan that's goring iq the nerves of 
1 t[ Jordanian deputies. Or else how can one explain the recent 
/Y;,- row between Ramiha deputy Abdel Karim AJ Dughmi and 

IAF deputy from Amman Shiekh Abdel Mun'im Abu 2am 

r L under die eyes and noses of the media. But if it is not Ram- 
p, s adan and the fasting this ill temper can be a sign of over- 

anticipation, and hysteria, associated usually with news of 
j,,,. fcs an upcoming Cabinet reshuffle. In alj cases it was a dis- 
!v“j,~ grace. Not that deputies in other democracies do not fight, 
‘ 7 ,i5 * w \ bite and curse each other. But one would have thought that 
7 { .more than five years after democracy was restored in Jor- 

7 /° ner :u 4 / dan. our deputies, some serving for their second term, 
f° n cisy ^ 1 would have contributed to the creation of democratic tradi- 
cn^f . tions and values, setting an example for the whole nation. 

But that is not to be. In fact Jordanians are disgusted by 
^ :n = the childish games our deputies Indulge in, mostly in 

r search of fame, Government attention and personal inter- 
r’nirif u 71 ests. To be fair to deputies and to the Parliamentary instinj- 
^ar.'.jj i([ ' r y tion, the Government may have helped in corrupting depu¬ 
te • ties by recruiting them as ministers in return for their full 

■'•"jn ' and unequivocal support. This is a phenomenon that may 

[f.’esj,; ' . have contributed to the erosion in the stature and influence 

tf;. en : that deputies used to enjoy in the past. 

Tcii It is no wonder then that Governments are having it easy 
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since the formula of the ministec/deputy was first intro- 
• duced a few Governments ago. We miss the early days of 


Ahrr-p 7 "; democratic revivalism when deputies lashed out at the mis- 
nne h '" 1 . behavior of ministers and when public accountability was 

aW* t morE a newspaper headline or a title of a political 
iV""l seminar. 

‘y The voters should retaliate—and they are expected to. 
u fr, " r especially with this Lower House. This is probably one of 
n ' the reasons why deputies, on both sides of the fence, are 

k 3* *'ipt becoming nervous as the term of this House becomes short- 
L _ o.n jjyj- er day after day. Talk of a new election law, supposedly 
~ n< - fairer to the voters and the constituencies, should make 

L urs-ns r-i some deputies worry about their chances at re-election. 

UJ - ae-ira*^ Tte irony is that amid all this tug of war between the 
thj> Aj. deputies and the minister/deputy members of the Cabinet 
the d.;.i 7 , c , [■ and the Government, the public is the odd man oul What 

ffier.jjr. ir-,-.-’ we’ve ended np with is a lame duck Parliament where dep- 
V’.hrie •• 7,' - uties eschew direct confrontation with the Government 
tfcj: :r.e };,yr O'® - public issues for fear over personal interests. Such ap- 

mer i ... ^ peasemenr by both sides has created the current disillusion 
pir:Jordanians have with democracy. And that’s 
e* er ? in v w hy it only adds insult to injury when we see deputies 

Khr c! ;? .'* fighting it out like thugs and not even over a fundamental 

a T. ■ •- V, *.' ^ue of principle. 

>7 “; p y ^' Which brings us.to this week's meeting between editors 
i% . . A \'f .'' of Jordanians weeklies and Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ben 
Z s 77- 7, • Shaker. The Premier made it clear that he was all for “a pa- 
l ,;, r! triotic Jordanian form of opposition press” which highlited 

. • die negative in good spirit and attempted to reform from 
„ i /; . the inside, away from external influence. One can write 

7 “ JT"' journals about such press in an attempt to define what a pa- 
; V 7 ;; J 77 " triotic opposition press is all about. The problem is that the 
Sr "?' * ' Government takes the weekly Arabic press too seriously 
■; r ^ : p even if a newspaper is a rag sheet read by a fistful of read- 

7 r- ‘ : • ers. In its impossible task to control the weeklies, by threats 

a'/jnerLt" z. . and by promises, the Government has lost its temper at 
* ■- times and acted-foolishly.’It should not have done so be- 

;cause does not heed to. \i does not need to worry„about a 
silly rumor being circulated in a yellow sensatlonaiistic 
j newspaper. It’s not its job to check the credibility of each 
L‘.'*r nc and every story that appears in the local press. But what 
- ■ r v ' r ‘ - i about Jordan’s image abroad? Surely one does not form an 
>T;- ^ opnion about Britain only by reading The Sun or News of 

.r:r ->rr>j the World. And if a newspaper of a few hundred copies is 
.:'.riixT m: capable of shattering Jordan's image abroad, by running 
Jmj’'- • Zi stories about sex and violence in the Kingdom, then ima- 
gine what our mainstream newspapers, whose circulation is 
jlc '/«■;. :: in the thousands can do to offset that negative image? We 
would be lucky if we were able to create a system of 
7 v : checks and balances for the Jordanian press, which is after- 
. •: all is part and parcel of the Jordanian political institution 
„s" ki-.: and the democratic framework. But to go after generalities 

>:hc:-‘j ■' such 35 patriotic opposition and responsible criticism 
rr.'Vi’-e" would take us off course immediately and get us into a 
77 y _i grey area where patriotism becomes a matter of the literary 
" 7 .. T-'-.s caste of the critic! ■ 
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Minister of Interior under 
hammer from human 
rights activists 

Continued from page 1 

from 1 kidney failure for the past five years. He asks “with my 
health condition, what kind of threat do 1 pose to state securi¬ 
ty?” 

In reference to the case of the students at Muta University 
who were accused of planning to assassinate His Majesty King 
Hussein, Mr Hammad stated that these students have all re¬ 
gained their rights after acquittal from court, and are now stud¬ 
ying in the_civil branch of the university. "This is inconect and 
all of these students are now studying in private universities at 
the expense of their families.” said Hussein Al Jedi, one of the 
acquitted students. “We did not even get our passports or other 
identification cards back, we only have die military ID." 

In the case of Laith Shbeilat. Mr Hammad said "Shbeilat 
was apprehended in accordance with the law and he is being 
given a fair trial He also added that talk of attempts to arrest 
Shbeilar’s son—Farhan—is pure fabrication.” 

Mrs Shbeilat demanded that the Minister apologizes to her 
as she considers this a response to statements that she had pre¬ 
viously made to the press, “ l do not lie. only cowards lie,” 
said Mrs Shbeilat. 

“Before, the arrest of my father, the Prosecutor General 
dragged me by the hand in an attempt to take me until they ar¬ 
rest my father, but my mother interfered, and he let go,” said 
ypufcan Shbeilat. 

^Deputy. Abdel Aziz Jabir confirmed what was mentioned in 
IgfAHRO draft report that he and another three Islamic depu- 
pp were briefly interrogated by the Prosecutor General, and 
3rere accused of anti-normalization activities. "Only when our 
■colleagues in the Lower House held an emergency meeting, 
and condemned these investigations, did the Government with¬ 
draw the casfe,” Mr Jabir said. 

Dr Theib Abdallah, head of the Public Liberties Committee 
of the Lower House responded to the Minister’s statements by 
saying that while the Minister claimed thai the GID does not 
West any citizen except by order of the Prosecutor General of 
the State Security Court, he is aware of “numerous cases in 
which, the security services arrested citizens without such an 
order and detained them for a long period of time before 
trial." Dr Abdallah said. 

He added that although the Minister denies that the GTD in¬ 
terferes to prevent the issuance of passports to certain citizens, 
while seizing the passports of others, he knows of “many cases 
*h which passports were withdrawn and are still in the hands 
ofthedD-.’’ 

Furthermore, in the case of Mahmoud Al Awamleh. Mr 
Hammad stated that Awamleh was killed while the police 
were trying to arrest him. Dr Abdallah said "the Minister is 
blaming the dead man for failing to report to his local police 
station." He added that “the security forces could have arrested 
Awamleh in such a way that did not endanger his life." ■ 
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By Rued At Abed 



0 The Planning Minister Dr Rima Khalaf was the guest of honor at a reception organized by the Jordan Businessmen 
Association at the Phildelphia Hotel, Sunday. The minister said that the Government is determined to reform the exist¬ 
ing laws to attract more investment to Jordan. This is the first of a serious of economic meetings that will be held by the 
association. 


The Ambassador of Belgium to Jordan Mr Guido Courtois 

Partnership comes in to 
replace the old concept of 
we give and you take 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr 
Guido Courtois is ambassa¬ 
dor of Belgium to Jordan. A 
veteran diplomat, he started 
his career in 1973 and has 
served in Washington; in the 
Hague; as head of mission in 
Angola; in Brussels as diplo¬ 
matic advisor, then for two 
years as ambassador to 
Tunis before coming to Jor¬ 
dan. He talked this week to 
The Star Chief Editor Osama 
El Sberif and Managing Edi¬ 
tor Marwan Al Asmar about 
Europe's vision of economic 
partnership with the Medi¬ 
terranean countries, human 
rights and democracy in the 
Arab world and Europe's 
commitment to the Palestin¬ 
ians. Excerpts follow. 

What are the prospects of 
partnership between Europe 
and the Mediterranean conn- 
tries in the aftermath of the 
Barcelona conference? 

I think they depend mainly 
on two elements given the geo¬ 
political situation that we share 
with the Mediterranean: the 
willingness of the countries of 
Europe to extend such cooper¬ 
ation to the countries of the 
south, and the willingness and 
ability of the countries of the 
south to respond in kind. It is 
not a one-way street. You have 
to be ready, willing and able to 
engage in this kind of matri¬ 
mony. Some might be willing, 
but not able, some might be 
ready but not willing; inciden¬ 
tally this goes for countries of 
central Europe. They are all 
willing, but to say that they are 
able is another thing. The same 
goes for the countries around 
the Mediterranean. It is not a 
mauer only of what Europe 
wants, but of what these coun¬ 
tries want and to what extent 
they wish to begin cooperating 
with one another. The Mediter¬ 
ranean is a vast pasture that 
extends from Gibraltar to prac¬ 
tically the Gulf. Sometimes.ji 
is a foggy concept, but as far 
as security is concerned, it is a 
very useful concept, because it 
is easily defined. Jordan is 
more eager to prove that it is 
willing and able because it is 
on the margin, you can’t have 
a security arrangement in the 
eastern Med that doesn’t 
include Jordan, simply because 
it does not have a shore, unlike 
for example, Syria. 

Partnership means both 
parties contribute to - this 
relationship. Realistically 
speaking, how do you see the 
development of the relation¬ 
ship between Europe and the 
Mediterranean within the 
context of aid giving and aid 
taking ? 

If you want someone to be a 
partner, he has to be equal at 
least in potential. We have 
been unsuccessfully trying for 
the past 30 years or so. There 
was too much give and take. It 
can only work out within the 
framework of a partnership, 
and co-decision, this means 
circulation from one to the 
other in anticipation that some¬ 
thing will go from the other to 
the first out of a common inter¬ 
est which can be realized only 
if countries work together. It is 
in the interest of Europe to 
have a strong southern flank, 
now it is being swamped with 
economic refugees from cen¬ 
tral Europe, that is not to say it 
may be like the crusades in 
reverse, but it certainly looks 



Courtois 

like it Putting aside the relig¬ 
ious aspects—some people are 
waving the flag of fundamen¬ 
talism—you will have a north- 
south confrontation at a very 
close range. Countries of the 
southern and eastern shores of 
the Mediterranean don’t want 
that either because it would be 
counteiproductive. Partnership 
comes in to replace the old 
concept of we give and you 
take. We decide together how 
resources can be effective 
from both sides, so that your 
growth would profit not only 
you but us as well. You can't 
expect to sell in Jordan if you 
don't help Jordan to export to 
us as welL 

Are you satisfied with the 
response of Jordan to your 
partnership and do they 
understand the logic behind 
the move from aid giving 
into a partnership with 
Europe? 

It depends at which level 
you are talking about... There 
will always fbe those who are] 
jockeying for tactics... because 
at the end of the day, it is a 
political decision; and will be 
judged in all fairness; is this 
our interest? Do we value our 
interest in terms of nickels and 
dimes or millions of ECUs or 
whatever, or do we value our 
interests in terms of the start 
'of a new relationship and the 
conviction that there is enough 
goodwill on the other side that 
can make this true. Does the 
Jordanian side think that it is 
in the European's interest to 
make Jordan a pole of eco¬ 
nomic growth and political 
stability? If they say yes. it is 
in their interest, then of course 
they can cut through all the 
red tape and all the technical 
declarations, then it becomes a 
matter of who can get there in 
the end. If money is what 
makes you happy, then money 
is whafyou are looking for. If 
you are looking for something 
else, something more than 
money, then you are looking 
for a partnership. 

Money is obviously going 
to be conditional What will 
you be looking for exactly ? 

We are looking at condi¬ 
tions for opening up markets. 
What is the quid pro quo. We 
also live off taxpayers money. 
Who is the taxpayer? Mainly 
industry and die consumer. 
Both have to be satisfied that 
whatever money we are giving 


to another country is going to 
come back to us in reasonable 
proportion. In other words, wc 
have to profit from it too. But it 
is not profit as in receiving, but 
of giving, it is considered as an 
investment. We are looking at 
measures that will increase the 
level of wealth by being able to 
sell in JonJan. Although it is a 
small market, but because of its 
political stability it is possible 
to create a larger market. What 
we are looking at is stability 
not only for selling goods, but 
we seek long term relation¬ 
ships, we want guarantees.... h 
is a heavy order because it is 
unequal. Our people are telling 
your people you have to open 
up your markets and allow for¬ 
eign investments and let the 
market do the job. but you must 
build safeguards and not move 
too fast in leuing the market do 
the job. 

You must allow European 
industry to compete more 
freely in your market, even if 
you need protection for your 
own emerging industry. You 
want to allow investment to 
create jobs and profit Some of 
the profit will be ploughed 
back, while another portion 
will be repatriated, but this will 
be negotiable. On the other 
hand. Jordanian industry will 
have access to a wide market of 
close to 400 million consumers. 
Preconditions are how much 
you are going to allow me to 
sell to your public and how 
much am I going to allow you 
to sell to mine. It's tit for tat. 
It's a macroeconomic calcula¬ 
tion in which you don’t want a 
zero-sum game, which we are 
not interested in. If one's losses 
are going to be somebody 
else's gains, and vice versa, 
then we better not start. So we 
always have to hope that we 
can create bigger markets, a 
bigger cake. 

Can we talk about Euro¬ 
pean and American attitudes 
regarding this region. Are 
they still far apart regarding 
how this region should 
develop? 

It is not that we are very far 
apart, in terms of how it should 
be done. We all know that it 
should be done through private 
industry, in a more liberated 
environment The differences 
would be about how liberated it 
should be. how much the mar¬ 
ket forces are allowed to per¬ 
form. That would be the main 
difference in approach, plus of 


course, to us. it is a natural 
continuation of our territory. 
To the Americans, it is the 
other side of the world. 

We have the same interests 
[with the Americans]. It is [the 
Middle East] a very volatile 
region in terms of political sta¬ 
bility because it has oil. If it 
didn't have oil. who cares. It’s 
population density is low, not 
much can happen, it will self 
regulate... We feel that many 
countries of the region will be 
looking at the European Union 
to balance what is seen as the 
American steamroller. 

Don’t you think that it is 
Europe who failed to throw 
its own weight given prob¬ 
lems in its own backyard like 
Bosnia? The Americans had 
to come in and pnt an end to 
the Bosnian problem, which 
is a European problem, is 
this not embarrassing ? 

What you are saying is a lit¬ 
tle bit unfair to the "Europeans. 
The Americans could never 
have achieved the final push 
had it not been for the foot¬ 
work of the Europeans. Ok. 
there were mistakes, to my 
feelings, the Germans were 
much too fast in trying to find 
a solution. Also, don't forget 
the kind of environment we are 
' operating in. And who is the 
one capable of counterbalanc¬ 
ing Russia. It is the Security 
Council, in the end what 
allowed the Americans to push 
through a solution was the fact 
that it was acceptable to the 
Russians. There was also divi¬ 
sions between the approaches 
of different countries in the 
European Union. .One member 
country felt very close to the 
Serbs because they had an 
orthodox religion, another 
country felt close in the Croa- 
tians because they share a lan¬ 
guage or share a history. 
Unfortunately there was no 
country that felt close to the 
Bosnians, except the people 
who had a humanitarian con¬ 
cern and even then it was not 
made easy, because in Europe. 
Islam has been judged in 
recent years very much in 
terms of terrorism. We’re not 
talking about Jordan, which is 
a tolerant country, as far as 
religion is concerned. 

How important is it for 
Europe to have the Jorda¬ 
nian and Palestinian demo¬ 
cratic experiments succeed in 
this region? 

It’s fundamental because for 
a very long time we lived in a 
world where a lack of democ¬ 
racy was tolerated. This took 
place in the framework of a bi¬ 
polar politics. A lot of things 
were tolerated because we 
sided with one party against 
the other. But that era ended in 
the late eighties. We were 
blind to many violations 
including ones on our own 
side, we only saw the viola¬ 
tions on the other side. Now it 
is has become fundamental not 
because the bi-polar world has 
ended but because the world 
has become much smaller, 
through communications and 
technology. For us democracy 
means as many individual 
rights as possible to as many 
individuals as possible. Thai is 
the aim at least. So it is very 
important that you should have 
these experiments and I hope it 
is not just an experiment in 
Jordan. But it has to be accom¬ 
panied by a number of things 


Falafil on the negotiation table, not to 
eat , but to compromise!? 

During the recent unofficial Syrian-lsraeti supper in 
Maryland in the USA. where they had been negotiating peace, 
the subject of falafil came up. What, one may ask does falafil 
have to do with anything? 

But the question was seriously pondered by the negotiators: 
"Is falafil a Syrian traditional food or an Israeli-one." 

Such an amusing question created a friendly argument but 
in the end there was no agreement. We have already peace¬ 
fully given the Israelis more than they dreamt of. What more 
do they want? This is a clever move by the Israelis, because 
falafil. homus and fool, are the only weapons that are left in 
our hands. Such an Israeli claim, if taken seriously, will strip 
tiie Arab nation of its last hope to liberate Palestine from the 
river to the sea. If the Israelis succeed, Jordanians will be 
most worried. What will happen ro the popular Has him restau¬ 
rant in downtown Amman? What will happen to our tradi¬ 
tions, culture and our way of life? Hashim's famous slogan on 
one of its walls is 'with falafil, homous , an dfooi. we will lib¬ 
erate Palestine.' The international community must intervene, 
at least this time, and settle the argument with the Israelis by a 
blood test. We are confident that our blood will prove 
ffalafil+ 1 . 

Israel to legalize torture, adding to its 
record 

The reputed Shin Bet. the Israeli secret service, is not sat¬ 
isfied with its history of killing and physical torture of inno¬ 
cent Palestinians. Ironically, last week the Israeli Minister of 
Justice, David Lebai showed the press a draft law that legal¬ 
izes torture in an organized method. This is to be used during 
interrogation of Palestinian activists. The proposal will be pre¬ 
sented to the Israeli government and then to the Knesset. 

International human, rights bodies, like Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional. the International Committee of the Red Cross and other 
UN committees, still release reports condemning Israeli 
human rights violations against defenseless Palestinians in 
Israeli custody. 

By legalizing torture, the Israelis will become the first in 
the world to legalize physical violence. This is to say nothing 
of their record in this respect. 

The Israeli impudence is startling with its officials stating 
that: Methods of physical violence which will be used will 
comply with the ami-torture articles of international human 
rights conventions . At the time that none of the International 
conventions allow any sort of physical violence against civil¬ 
ians or even against captured military men during war. Israel 
will have a hard time proving that its ‘torture’ is humane. 

The world must understand that such Israeli attitudes will 
be faced by an escalated struggle by those who never trusted 
the peace treaties with Israel. Abused people have the right to 
fight abusers, this is the nature of man. For those who sup¬ 
ported the creation of Israel, this is considered terrorism, but 
for victims it is a legal fighL .1 


because democracy alone can¬ 
not survive if you don’t have 
wealth, equal opportunities, a 
fair chance for social advance¬ 
ment, liberty to start initiatives, 
hope for the future. You need 
freedom to trade with your 
neighbors, you need' political 
stability and security. We have 
a moral obligation to help pre¬ 
serve Jordan’s experiment— 
which is admirable. We also 
feel this responsibility to the 
Palestinians. The Europeans 
have been encouraging the Pal¬ 
estinians for a Jong" time. It 
began with the Euro-Arab dia¬ 
logue; Belgium allowed the 
Palestinians to open their rep¬ 
resentative office in 1978, a 
year before the Declaration of 
Venice. I think the Europeans 
played an important role in this 
regard, especially when the 
Americans were absent, to 
start the ongoing process. 

How do you see the case of 
human rights in Jordan? 

Considering the circum¬ 
stances. the surroundings, the 
history. Jordanians as a nation 
are doing a pretty good job. 
But one can do better. It is a 
matter of norms. Look at the 
media and its role. Look at the 
issue of women's rights in Jor¬ 
dan for example. Things have 
to change and they have to be 
debated in public. Coming 
back to the issue of human 
rights I would tike to say that it 
is useless to try to advocate 
human rights on the basis of 
universal norms because there 
are no universal norms, and if 
there are, they change. What 
was acceptable 50 years ago rs 
no longer acceptable today. 
Fortunately perceptions • are 
changing but they are slow. So 
how do we achieve change, we 
do it through contracts. If you 
want something from me, I 
will give it but we sign a con¬ 
tract. We roust agree about cer¬ 
tain ground rules and we do 
this with all the countries with 
which we have association 


agreements. We make it part of 
the deal so that we have rule of 
law that was agreed upon by 
sovereign parties. And we will 
stand by this because there is 
no monolithic power—all pow¬ 
ers are about coalition, even in 
despotism. 

How do you see Europe’s 
commitment to back the Pal¬ 
estinian National Authority 
in its endeavor to achieve its 
final objectives? 

This is a big problem. Abu 
Ammar [Yasser Arafat] is no 
democrat. He's a revolution¬ 
ary. It will not be easy for him 
to transform himself. But he 
has made many contributions 
to the next generation of Pales¬ 
tinians because now there is 
peace. Democrats don’t stand 
out in war. We always stood by 
him. But the elections are the 
first step. How do you expect 
the PLO, which has been fight¬ 
ing for its life, to emerge all of 
a sudden and say now we are 
going to become a democracy. 
We proved this commitment on 
the ground. Now after the elec¬ 
tion, Lhe opposition will have 
to be integrated. You have to 
go for unity and not for 
separation. 

Do you think a Palestinian 
state is inevitable? 

Yes. Down the road, but not 
as soon as Arafat expects. The 
next stage is not about a state, 
it is about the final stage nego¬ 
tiations. It is about forming a 
council, about convening the 
PNC and repealing the offen¬ 
sive clauses in the Palestinian 
Charter. I can even see some 
sort of confederation, the three 
entities, Jordan, Palestine and 
Israel working together. But 
first you have to settle the mat¬ 
ter of Jerusalem, the refugees, 
the settlers...Every thing can be 
imagined as long as there is 
peace. ■ 
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Our Say 


Closer Jordanian-Palestinian ties 


THIS WEEK’S visit to Jordan by the newly-elected President of the Palestine Na¬ 
tional Council. Yasser Arafat, has put to rest speculations about a Jordanian- 
Palestinian leadership rift. Mr Arafat was received in full honor befitting his stat¬ 
us as the democratically elected leader of the Palestinians. The fact that he and 
His Majesty King Hussein were in agreement on all major issues, especially with 
regard to the challenges that lie ahead, gives a new definition to the bilateral rela¬ 
tionship that brings Jordanians and Palestinians together beyond narrow political 
interests. 

It is also important to note that Mr Arafat recognizes the important role that Jor¬ 
dan can and should play in the coming months. For starters, Jordan has a vested 
interest in the results of the final status negotiations especially those concerning 
the future of Arab East Jerusalem, the refugees and returnees among others. It is 
therefore important for Jordan and the PNA to coordinate their steps and prevent 
third parties from driving a wedge into this relationship in order to weaken the 
bargaining position of the Palestinians. 

King Hussein's statements about the future Palestinian state and East Jerusalem 
as its capita] are also important at this juncture since they reflect consensus be¬ 
tween Jordan and the PNA over this sensitive issue. Jordanian interests do not in 
any way contradict with those of the Palestinians. It will be an understatement to 
highlight again Jordan's support of the Palestinian struggle under the leadership 
of the PLO to achieve the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 

But more importantly at this stage, Jordan has a lot to offer to the young Pales¬ 
tinian entity that is emerging in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. To make the long 
and difficult transition into a modem state, the Palestinian areas under the PNA 
need much more than foreign investments and aid packages. Borders need to be 
opened up to Jordan allowing the flow of goods and capital. This is a challenge 
that both Jordan and the PNA will have to face with the Israelis. 

This week's agreement to reactivate joint committees is a cornerstone in the fu¬ 
ture relationship which we hope will culminate into a solid and durable form of 
cooperation between the two peoples. Jordan represents a unique gateway for the 
Palestinian entity to the rest of the Arab world. Such committees should lay the 
foundation for realistic cooperation in the areas of trade, agriculture, industry, 
joint ventures, free zones and others. Jordanians must realize that they stand to 
gain too from such a relationship. 

We hope the future will result in a model of inter-Arab cooperation represented 
by Jordan and the Palestinian entity. We hope the next phase will lead to a Pales¬ 
tinian state as the natural fruit of Palestinian struggle and sacrifice. We look with 
hope at the kind of relationship that Jordan and the PNA are forming. From this 
week's meeting, we know that our leaders are making the right moves.H 


Palestinian elections 


Israel 

embarrassed 


over Ethiopian 
Jews incident 


• Thousands of Ethiopian Jews 
demonstrate outside the office 
of the Prime Minister in Israel. 

This was the final straw for 
Ethiopians who accused the 
government of discrimination, 
the protest was sparked by the 
revelation that the country's 
blood banks discard most blood 
dr nated by Ethiopian immi¬ 
grants. for fear that they might 
be infected with the AIDS vi¬ 
ms. Israeli sources believe that 
members of this community are 
50 times more likely to be HIV 


The Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres who although 
criticized the demonstrators for 
using violent tactics, apologized 
to the Ethiopian community for 
the current blood policy. 
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Political domination and 


hopes for the future 


Israeli occupation is still there, Jerusalem is still divided, settlements are 
planted in Arab lands, and refugees continue to be exiled 


By Awni Abn Ghosh 


[T IS too early to assess the re¬ 
sults of the elections to the first 
Palestinian Council. An ob¬ 
server however, cannot help 
but point out certain remarks. 

In the first place, the results 
show that the 88-member 
council is comprised of: 49 Fa¬ 
tah, 23 pro-Fatah. 10 indepen¬ 
dents, and six Islamists. The 
result: the Council will be con¬ 
trolled by one Palestinian polit¬ 
ical party, despite the scope of 
political organizations inside 
and outside Palestine. Until re¬ 
cently, these groups were unit¬ 
ed with Fatah under the PLO 
umbrella. 

Drawing lessons from elec¬ 
tions in some Arab states is no 
use to the Palestinians. Their 
rich experience should serve as 
a compass to guide them to¬ 
wards democracy. During the 
Intifada, all Palestinian organi¬ 
zations struggled against the 
Israeli occupation. They were 
united under common goal: lib¬ 
eration, independence, and na¬ 
tional and economic recon¬ 
struction. The Palestinian 
cohesion constituted the cor¬ 
nerstone upon which the 
PLO's Declaration of 1988 in 
Algiers was based, and thereaf¬ 
ter the PLO began negotiations 
for peace with Israel. Derision- 
making during the Intifada was 
based on consensus. When the 
PLO adopted the slogans of the 
Intifada, these symbols began 
appearing on walls and streets. 
But what has changed? 

Since the Fatah-Ied PNA as¬ 
sumed power almost 20 
months ago. those national slo¬ 
gans have been substituted by 
individual candidates in towns 
and villages. This clearly indi¬ 
cates that popularity has now 
assumed a new dimension. It 
is a well-known fact that many 
members of the PNA resigned 


from their posts to run for the 
elections in their districts of 
birth, to compete with other lo¬ 
cal candidates who were pan. of 
the Intifada and felt they were 
more effective representatives 
of their community. Both can¬ 
didates may be affiliates of the 
same organization, but the win¬ 
ners in most cases were those 
who were in exile. However a 
new situation emerged. There 
is a discrepancy in the vision of 
the national leadership between 
the traditional leaders who 
were forced into exile for near¬ 
ly 30 years, and the new gener¬ 
ation that was bom. brought 
up. fought, and politically edu¬ 
cated under the yoke of occu¬ 
pation. Hence, it is no surprise 
that some Fatah members de¬ 
cided to run for the elections as 
individuals, away from the Fa¬ 
tah list. Some of them won. 

From another angle, the 
some can be said about the Pal¬ 
estinian opposition which boy¬ 
cotted the elections. The lead¬ 
erships of these organizations, 
{namely Hamas. DFLP and 
PFLP). decided not run and 
called upon their members and 
sympathizers not to vote. How¬ 
ever. these people perceived 
the issue differently. First, they 
saw themselves as Palestinian 
citizens. The right to be regis¬ 
tered on that basis—for elec¬ 
tions—was an aim in itself, and 
a recognition of their Palestin¬ 
ian identity. A relinquishing of 
access to such a right meant 
suicide and political isolation. 
Secondly, a derision to nomi¬ 
nate candidates under the 
names of political organiza¬ 
tions or movements could be 
central, but exercising a nation¬ 
al-constitutional right could by 
no means be a subject of politi¬ 
cal bargaining. Thirdly, these 
people were arguing that in the 
absence of opposition candi¬ 
dates, and from other socio¬ 
political structures. left the 


field open only to those in¬ 
volved, even it they had the 
same conviction, orientation, 
and organization. However, the 
grassroots of the Palestinian 
opposition did not abide by 
their leaderships decision, and 
went to the ballots and elected 
whoever they trusted and liked. 

The question now is whether 
the elected council represents 
the Palestinian political spec¬ 
trum. In fact, it doesn't but it 
reflects—irrespective of its 
many shortcomings—the Pal¬ 
estinian people’s will. 

The council’s composition 
shows three main features: the 
chairman and his supporters; 
those who advocate a compro¬ 
mise of gradual integration and 
understanding between the 
leaderships at home and new¬ 
comers: and the independents. 
Nol ail Fatah and pro-Fatah 
council members are of the 
same political orientation. Nei¬ 
ther are all the independents. 
Though in voting terms the 
council was unequivocally 
swept by Fatah, mathematical 
calculations aren’t always the 
derisive factor. The 19-pro- 
Fatah council members have 
differences, with their mother 
organization on many issues 
connected with the negotiation 
process, and on issues such as 
Jerusalem, settlements, refu¬ 
gees, borders, water, and eco¬ 
nomic reconstruction. It is they 
who arc expected to be the 
strongest voice of 'opposition'. 
Combined with the 10 indepen¬ 
dents, and six Islamists, the 35 
representatives of a genuine 
and honourable peace deal with 
Israel can constitute heavy op¬ 
position to submitting to the Is¬ 
raeli dictate. President Arafat, 
is clever enough not to turn a 
blind eye to these people and 
what they represent. Neither 
can he lead the Palestinian au¬ 
thority to building an indepen¬ 
dent state in the manner he 


used to manage the PLO 
abroad. Arafat has to be aware 
that be is now rhe most accept¬ 
able leader to reasonable Pales¬ 
tinian politicians inside and 
outside Palestine. Hence he 
should not Lose this criterion at 

any cost if the wants to sur¬ 
vive. He should seriously con¬ 
sider that the opposition has 
changed its mind about the 
elections. These organizations 
will most likely run for the Pal¬ 
estinian municipal and village 
councils elections. 

Israeli occupation is still 
there. Jerusalem is still divid¬ 
ed. settlements are planted in 
Arab lands, and refugees con¬ 
tinue to be exiled. Besides the 
municipal programs of servic¬ 
es. the council's election cam¬ 
paigns will certainly include 
political and socio-economic 
issues will seek to lay down 
the basic infrastructure of the 
Palestinian state. Such a goal 
requires the cohesion of all 
parties, movements, institu¬ 
tions, NGOs, and social socie¬ 
ties against the common ene¬ 
my and its designs. Rivalry 
among these structures can 
only be in terms of who does 
more towards realizing a na¬ 
tionwide plan of action. 

The Palestinian opposition 
abroad seems to have larger 
ground in the PNA areas. The 
pending issues of negotiations 
with Israel have now been 
brought into focus. What more 
docs the Palestinian opposition 
need than regaining Jerusalem, 
getting rid of settlements, re¬ 
solving the refugee problem, 
and ensuring water rights, and 
define their borders? It is only 
through the mobilization of the 
Palestinians in the PNA areas 
towards their national interests 
that the elected council can be 
geared in the right direction, 
jnd which the opposition can 
effectively contribute to. ■ 


The crossroads over 


and over again 


Life at the Crossroads, by Ge¬ 
rald Butt, Cyprus, Rimaf 
Scorpion Cavendish, 1995. 


Reviewed by 
Eyad Amman 


RARELY DOES one find a 
book so descriptive and precise 
as Life at the Crossroads. 

The book tells the story of 
the city of Gaza and its sur¬ 
rounding towns from about 
3300 BC, til/ 1994. in short, in¬ 
formative chapters that deal 


Book 

Review 


with evems as they occurred, 
without going into unnecessary 
details. Gaza was always occu¬ 
pied by foreigners. AH the dy¬ 
nasties that occupied it, did so 
for its strategic location. Gaza 
lies between the African and 
Asian continents. Invaders 
could go to Egypt, travel north 
into Syria and Jerusalem or go 
south. 


For that specific reason. 
Butt illustrates the history of 
such occupations and their 
lasting effect, if any, on mod¬ 
em day Gaza. One can think 
of the book as a chronological 
recording of the events, and 
the archeological as well as the 
architectural findings of that 
city, hut it also reads like a 
good novel, which keeps the 
reader gripped. 

Gaza is a city that has expe¬ 
rienced unrest since the time 
of the earliest traces of human 
colonization in that area, al¬ 
ways as a victim of its critical 
location. Every single dynasty 
since the early Canaans, occu¬ 
pied Gaza, tlic Egyptian Pha¬ 
ros. the Assyrians, the Babylo¬ 
nians. all the way up and to 
modem times. In its entire his¬ 
tory. it managed, after the Phi¬ 
listines colonized the region of 
modem day coastal Palestine, 
to stand up to one army—the 
Jewish army under David's 
leadership, although he man¬ 
aged to comer them into the 
city of Gaza after having occu¬ 
pied the rest of the region 

Gaza was an area that was 
always stubborn and indiffer¬ 
ent to change, using its loca¬ 
tion to boost local economics 


dependent on the fact that the 
most famous and most widely 
used trade route in the region 
passed through it. When 
Christianity come along, the 
Jewish Kingdom fought "it and 
the clergy in Gaza had to re¬ 
sort to imperial power from 
the Romans present in Con¬ 
stantinople. 

Yet, Gaza could not have 
ever been called a Christian 
city. When the Muslim crusad¬ 
ers came. Gaza, for the first 
lime in history, welcomed the 
armies and (heir religion, 
which is Mill the dominant one 
in Gaza today. 

The history of Gaza during 
the 20th century had never 
previously been well docu¬ 
mented . Historians, writing 
about this century in general, 
tended to overlook this area, 
probably due tn its size, not 
lack or importance. When 
writing about «t, even Arab 
historians, left out many sub¬ 
jects. This is possibly due to 
the bitterness of the losses or 
the 1948 and the 1967 wars. 

The Israelis hardly mention 
the subject of Gaza because it 
was. and still is. a (hunt in 
their side. This is embodied in 
the continuous efforts of Ga¬ 


zans to liberate their arca-from 
its occupiers.' In any case, his¬ 
torians on either side cannot 
be as wholly objective as a by¬ 
stander. 

Bun manages to give a rea¬ 
sonable account of the events, 
both historical and political, 
since the withdrawal of the 
British to the date of publica¬ 
tion. 

He realizes the problems 
that the Gaza strip will face. 
With moss mobilizations, me¬ 
dia transfer and shipping, 
Gaza has lost its historical role 
and importance of being an 
important link in a regionally 
famous trade route—even Ga¬ 
zans themselves use different 
routes now. The common 
trade of the population is not 
there anymore. An alternative 
has to make itself present, but 
with the Israeli troops still oc¬ 
cupying the greatest share of 
arable land. Gazans are bound 
to find themselves dependent 
on others for jobs, and all 
forms of financial aid. 

The book's narrative and 
style is its best credit. Butt was 
a BBC correspondent, sta¬ 
tioned in the Middle East, for 
several years. His rhetoric as a 
journalist is found in the book 
—brief, precise, and unbiased 

The Publishers, in coopera¬ 
tion with The Star is giving 
away three copies to' their 
readers. These will be chosen 
randomly from the fetter or e- 
mail entries sent to the news¬ 
paper. within the next two 
weeks. ■ 



the Editor 


JTV is playing dirty! 


Geographical mistake 

Dear Sir. 


Dear Sir. 

I was shocked the other night to sec that 
JTV's 8:00 pm news engaged in a poorly 
concealed attempt at character assassina¬ 
tion. During excerpts from deliberations in 
the Lower House of Parliament on 24 Jan¬ 
uary. JTV included a segment featuring 
MP Toujan Faisal discussing her recent 
encounter with Customs officials al Queen 
Alia International Airport. 

Ms Faisal's words were played over 
footage of deputies laughing, creating the 
impression that deputies were laughing at 
what Ms Faisal was saying. 

Anyone with a minimal knowledge of 
television repotting should have spotted 
what JTV was up to: pure and simple fab¬ 
rication. They couldn't have filmed the 
deputies laughing AND recorded that 
quality of sound simultaneously. Clearly 
they took the pictures from one tape and 
the audio from another. In other words, 
they made it all up. 

This was a not very clever job of edit* 
ing designed to inrefflionaJly minimize the 
effect of what Ms Faisal was saying. And. 
for any television journalist with integrity, 
it was unacceptable and a profound breach 
of professional ethics 

Regardless of the validity of Ms Fai¬ 
sal’s argument, use of these tactics flies in 
the face of journalism. My opinion of fhc 
journalistic integrity of JTV's news has 
plummeted. 

Shame! 

A 'ante without upon request 


I am really impressed by 'The Star on 
Line 1 and its coverage of news and views 
in the Middle East. However, your editori¬ 
al of 25 January about the Eritrean inva¬ 
sion of Hanish island included one geo¬ 
graphical mistake which I hope you will 
correct. Talking ahnui Arab countries on 
the Red Sea. you excluded the largest Arab 
country having the longest borders, with 
Eritrea. Sudan. 

Needles to say (hat Sudan is one of the 
Arab countries that arc most related to the 
Eritrean fight for independence, and was 
host for more than one million Eritrean ref¬ 
ugees during the liberation war. 

Ahu If ala. 
bashi 1 189 (o'uic.eo.jp, Internet 


objectives and expressing Jordan's point of 
view. 

River Jordan Society 
hmat J Hijazin / Public officer), 
htasri Yateem (Treasurer) 
Postal Address: 104 Albert Si , Footscray'. 

Vic.. Australia 
Is-mailAddress: ijhfrswin.edu.au 


Greetings from River Jordan 
Society, Australia 

Dear Sir, 

Hello from Melbourne. Australia. On the 
behnlf of nil the members of the Jordanian 
social club in Melbourne, the River Jordan 
Society, wc would like lo express uur grat¬ 
itude. support and admiration for your gen¬ 
uine efforts to provide this remarkable and 
outstanding service world-wide on the In¬ 
ternet. This should come as no surprise, 
since it is u reflection of the true values of 
the Jordanian culture, integrity and the 
high standard of performance. We do en¬ 
joy reading all items and wait eagerly for 
the next issue. 

Again our best regards lu ail of you and 
wish you every success tn achieving your 


Angry about Bosnia 

Dear Sir. 

Regarding your January 25 article on Bos¬ 
nia (Op-Ed page) and as a Bosnian war 
veteran and defender of Bosnia. I am fullv 
aware of the complicity of the UN (repre¬ 
sented by French and British officers and 
diplomats) m the massacre of JoyaJ citizens 
of one legitimate member of the UN_ 

Republic of Bosnia-Herzcgovina. If your 
editors did not understand that much in the 
past five years. J wonder where have tilev 
spent those five years! If they onlv read 

The New York Times they 
would have understood what was going on 

Ic. aloncf ifThey 

SJJ: fro, J fhc Muslim perspective of de> 

[SSL * ,,m popu,aiions 

■* 0n * on F who knows about 
Bosnia and who is sincere and (coura. 

1,7) enough lo loll ihc miih™ ri c mlr 
nugazinc s aniclcs. Ii will be app reciated 
n ‘ lm ' of a Quarter m iff&n dead' 
land, or & WUUntl ' d Md «™ of "m- 
guidance of! 

r ^idn. rap ,^ eskinu>cm , lntcrjici 
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Regional 
prospects for 
1996 


IN THE time honored tra¬ 
dition of writers and col¬ 
umnists who usually get 
things wrong when at¬ 
tempting to foresee the fu¬ 
ture, a humble attempt is 
being made here to remain 
faithful to this tradition. 
However, the task is a link 
difficult in this case, be¬ 
cause we are dealing with 
Middle Eastern affairs. 

The signs with the ad¬ 
vent of 1996 bring the usu¬ 
al mixture of hope and des¬ 
peration. On the one hand, 
Jordan and Israel are final¬ 
ly on the way to conduct¬ 
ing bi-lateral relations in 
the manner most states are 
accustomed to in the civil¬ 
ized world. Ail agreements 
between them are signed, 
and the road to peace 
building and eventual ben¬ 
efit from the peace divi¬ 
dends is starting to materi¬ 
alize. The Palestinian 
elections have shown that 
the Palestinian people are 
determined to follow a 
democratic wav of life and 
crown the years of struggle 
with respect for human life 
rather than the celebration 
of death. The spirit of re¬ 
gional complementarity ap¬ 
parent in the emergence of 
a democratic triangle be¬ 
tween Jordan. Palestine 
and Israel, has finally 
found strong and realistic 
basis to build on for the fu¬ 
ture generations. 

The winds of change 
have affected the intra, as 
well -as inter-relations of 
the Gulf states. Dealing 
with questions of confused 
boundaries and lines of de¬ 
marcation cannot be solved 
by violence and military 
means. Our brothers in the 
Gulf have shown a great 
understanding of this and 
proceeded to solve their 
problems with negotia¬ 
tions. 

The bitterness and ha¬ 
tred created by the Iraq in¬ 
vasion of Kuwait, which 
clouded our judgement to¬ 
wards each other are start¬ 
ing to be dispelled, for our 
common destiny in the 
Arab world necessitates 
unity and solidarity. 

Our Syrian brothers arc 
back to the negotiating ta¬ 
ble with Israel. Clearly, up 
till now. there hasn’t been 
much progress on this 
track, hut so long as both 
sides arc talking and show¬ 
ing enough goodwill then 
wc can hope that the bi¬ 
lateral peace with Israel 
will finally become the 
peace of the whole region. 
A small point but signifi¬ 
cant must be added to this 
discourse however, and 
that is the position of Leba¬ 
non in all those regional 
formulas. Isn't it time that 
Lebanon makes its voice 
heard in attempts to deter¬ 
mine its own independent 
destiny? Peace is indivisi¬ 
ble. and Lebanon desires 
and deserves its benefits as 
an independent member nf 
our rccion. 


Amidst the turmoil of 
Egyptian inter-religious 
tensions, the seeds of hope 
have been planted with the 
emergence of "Al V/asaf 
political party, comprising 
young Muslim Brother¬ 
hood members and individ¬ 
uals from the Christian 
Coptic community. Vio¬ 
lence and sectarianism arc 
confronted with unity and 
coexistence. The move¬ 
ment may have a long way 
to go in influencing events 
in Egypt, but h certainly 
requires and should get all 
the support it needs to ex¬ 
tract Egypt from the blind 
violence of fanaticism. In¬ 
ter-faith dialogue has 
moved from the realm of 
theory and has taken up the 
streets as its venue. 

Alas, however, die same 
problems that have plagued 
the Arab world during the 
last few years have re¬ 
mained without a solution. 
The Iraqi people are still 
being squeezed between 
the hammer or the obstina¬ 
cy of their leadership, and 
the anvil of the UN sanc¬ 
tions. Our Libyan brothers 
arc still captives in the pris¬ 
ons of insanity and erratic 
policies. The Sudan is on 
jhe brink of division and 
implosion, and Eritrea is 
on the way to joining the 
aggressive nations. 

The credit and deficit in 
our world still exists, bill 
certainly optimism must 
win the day, ■ 
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j, ■ The. Board of Directors 
of ihe~ Palestinian Beit al 
Mai Corporation intends 
to establish the Aqsa 
Islamic Bank with a paid 
□p capital of S20 million. 
Saudi Arabian Dallat Al 
Barakch Group sub¬ 
scribed by 25%, while the 
Jordanian Islamic Bank 
had a 14% contribution. 
Beit al Mai itself partici¬ 
pated 20% of the total 
-capital, where as the 
remaining shares were 
covered by Palestinian 
and Arab investors. The 
new bank will be located 
£n ' Ramallah, with 
branches in Nablus, Heb¬ 
ron. and Gaza. Verbal 
license has been okayed 
bythePNA. 

■ Jordan Cement Facto¬ 
ries Corporation (JCFO 
supplied the local market 
in 1995 with 2.682 mil¬ 
lion tons, and exported 
7.8000 tons, compared to 
2J21 million tons and 
887,000 tons respectively 
in 1994; Total profits of 
the JCF in 1995 amounted 
to JD 25 million, while 
net profits were JD 17 
milli on. JCF exports in 
*95 were worth. $33.6 
million. - 

■ The Arab Potash Co. 
fAPQ realized a JD 42 , 


AMMAN (Star)—A recent 
study by the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce (ACC) states 
that with the outbreak of the 
Iraq-Iran war. the Iraqi market 
became strategic to Jordanian 
exports. Between 1979 and 
1988, these exports increased 
five-fold, while Jordanian 
imports from Iraq grew by 50 
times. 

Economic and trade rela¬ 
tions between Jordan and Iraq 
go back to the early 1950s. 
These were modest at the out¬ 
set but witnessed remarkable 
development and growth dur¬ 
ing the 19805. 

When the Gulf Crisis 
erupted in 1990/91, Jordanian 
exports were dealt a heavy 
blow as. a result of the UN- 
imposed sanctions on Iraq. 
Jordan's trade balance with 
Iraq was negative. That is, 
while Iraq remained the main 
source of oil supply, the tat¬ 
ters’ trade volume with the 
Arab countries, especially the 
Gulf states, fell sharply and its 
trade deficit increased. 

In the 1990s, Jordan’s 
exports to Iraq differed from 
one year to another. In 1995, 
439 Jordanian factories pro¬ 
duced and delivered 235 dif¬ 
ferent commodities to the Iraqi 


ACC study 

Iraq market remains 
vital to Jordan 


market. Between 1989-1995. 
Jordan’s expons to Iraq were 
worth $2.15 billion. In 1995 
alone, Jordan’s expons to Iraq 
grew by 166% over 1989, 
whereas they increased by 
250% in the 1980s over 1979. 
However, in spite of the reper¬ 
cussions and restrictions gener¬ 
ated by the Gulf Crisis, Iraq 
continued, to be the main mar¬ 
ket for Jordan exports. 

The ACC study notes that 
while Jordan manufactured 108 
different groups of commodi¬ 
ties in 1989. at a cost of JD 9 
million, these were reduced to 
only 12 groups in 1995 as a 
result of tiie Gulf War and the 
subsequent deprivation of Jor¬ 
dan’s products from entering 
their strategic markets in Iraq 


and the Gulf States. 

The ACC study purports 
that if tbe situation had contin¬ 
ued as it used to before the 
war. Jordanian exports would 
have realized high growth lev¬ 
els and would have helped Jor¬ 
dan’s trade balance with Iraq 
and with Arab and foreign 
countries. 

The Gulf Crisis also 
deprived Jordan of Saudi Ara¬ 
bian and Kuwaiti crude oil. As 
a result, Iraq became the main 
oil supplier for Jordan. In 
1989, Jordan's imports of 
erode oil were 2_5 million tons 
at JD 190.3 million. They 
increased by nearly three mil¬ 
lion tons in 1995 at a value of 
JD 235.2 million, 95% of 
which came from Iraq. Since 


1991, Jordan's imports of oil 
products increased from 
596,100 torts, worth JD 37.0 
million in 1989 to about 1.1 
million tons, worth nearly JD 
66 million in 1995. Iraq's share 
of these supplies was 39% and 
earned 46% of their total value. 
This share then grew to 93% of 
the value and 82% of the vol¬ 
ume of Jordan's imports of this 
commodity. 

This situation was evident in 
die stoppage of sulfur (brim¬ 
stone) imports from both 
Kuwait and Iraq since 1991, 
the two main sources of this 
important material to Jordanian 
industry. Iraq’s exports of 
brimstone to Jordan was 
56.2% of the latter's total 
imports. Hence, Jordan had to 
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1,764 million tons to 32 
countries and accrued 
$182 million in ’95. The 
; ATC plans to increase its 
production capacity to 2.2 
million tons during the 
next three years. 

■M The Al Saqr Insurance 
Co. (SIC) will open up to 
50% of its JD 3 million 
paid up capital for public 
subscription next month. 
The 1-5 million shares are 
to be put for public writ¬ 
ing in accordance with tbe 
wishes of many financiers 
said the chair man of the 
founding committee Mr 
Ali Farced AlSa’d. 

■ Jordan will receive 
grants and soft Joans from 
the EU in 1996. The 
amount worth S350 mil- 
:Bon, $140 million of 
which is an unrepaid 
-amount. These loans will 
help both Jordan's bal¬ 
ance of payments and its 
foreign reserves. 
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■pfforibof young, professional^ business- 
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more customers is-ain-old game. The 
Jordanian technology community 
does not appreciate any act ofinteUec- 
■' taal property rights piracy. In other 
words, the illegal transfer of owner- 
ship.or-titie of foreign trade or service 
marks and names - does not create 
more'basfaess.aiid results in. creating 
’ a bad image of business ethics in- this 
-strategic sector of the Jordanian mar¬ 
ket : 

■ Due to the increasing local and 
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’ international competition in ofTermg 
international technology services, only 
. a- Hew. businesses, recognized locally 
” • and internationally as 'good’, will be 
X-'able to carry on- Others will faU as is 
: usuaHy .the case ah’over the world. 

■ The Jordanian computer com- 
mnnity supports every measure that 
; seeks to protect local and internation¬ 
al intellectual property rights. The 
' ‘ wpy to doing ‘smart-business’ and to - 
l 'siirvfvnl is to be innovative; create, de-.’ ’ 
.- velop and add value to what we have 
.* acquired or produced.^Smart-business 
- •.making has : never been associated ’ 
-.with piracy and-bad-business ethics. 
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Hasbro, Inc. 
rejects unsolicited 
proposal 

HASBRO, INC. confirmed that its Board of Directors, at a 
meeting held rccentiy in New York, had, by a unanimous 
vote of directors present, rejected a business combination 
proposal from Mattel, Inc. which provided for an exchange 
of Mattel shares for Hasbro shares. The Board concluded 
that a combination with Mattel would raise extremely seri¬ 
ous antitrust issues worldwide and that, as a result of these 
antitrust issues, the probability of successful consummation 
of the proposed transaction was very low. The Board also 
determined that because of the very low probability of con¬ 
summation, the economic terms of the proposal were more 
than offset by the potential harm to Hasbro, and its share¬ 
holders, resulting from a protracted antitrust regulatory 
process. 

Alan Hassenfeld, chairman and chief executive officer of 
Hasbro, said. “It is incredibly presumptuous of Mattel and 
its Board to believe that they could force a combination of 
their company and ours through the Federal Trade Commis¬ 
sion, the States Attorneys General and the European Union 
Merger Task Force. After a lengthy review of Maud’s pro¬ 
posal with our two firms of antitrust advisors, our Board 
unanimously concluded that the chance of any antitrust 
approval is extremely low." 

Hasbro is a worldwide leader in the design, manufacture 
and marketing of toys, games, puzzles and infant care prod¬ 
ucts. Both internationally and domestically, its Playskool, 
Kenner, Tonka. Milton Bradley and Parker Brothers prod¬ 
ucts provide children and families with the highest quality 
and most recognizable toys and games in the world. ■ 


Jardaneh says black 
economy is limited 


AMMAN (Star}—’The black' 
economy seems to have 
become an irritating phenome¬ 
non in the Jordanian economy, 
to an extent that deputy Dr 
Nazeeh Ammarin raised the 
issue at the Lower House, and 
requested an explanation from 
the Ministry of Finance. Mr 
Basil Jardaneh replied by say¬ 
ing that while the Ministry is 
persistent in the measures it 
takes to restrict such activities, 
it believes that the most effec¬ 
tive way to combat this will be 
through the people’s confi¬ 
dence and satisfaction with the 
tax and customs system, and 
the discretion and wisdom of 
the monetary and financial 
authorities. 

Jardaneh went on to define 
what a black economy is by 
saying that it is the total 
income realized, without the 
related added value, in the 
national accounts. He 
explained that this includes the 
unregistered income and ille¬ 
gal economic activities, such 
as the forms of smuggling, 
dealing with prohibited goods 
(drugs and unlicensed arms), 
bribes and corruption, and the 
‘secret deposits’ which are 
kept to avoid taxes. 

Nevertheless, Jardaneh 



Jardaneh 

noted that smuggling is the 
most common form. That is 
why all states fight it, and not 
only for financial and tax rea¬ 
sons, but also for the social and 
security repercussions which 
usually accompany it. because 
of the organized crime it 
creates. He pointed out that any 
dealer or customer in the Jorda¬ 
nian market can easily observe 
certain performances of the 
black economy, especially the 
smuggled items of electricity, 
perfumes, cigarettes, etc.. 
which are sold at lower prices. 

Jardaneh referred to those 


who employ foreign workers 
illegally to escape paying the 
fees of the work permit. Such 
a practice implies a distortion 
of the actual size of migrant 
workers in the country. He 
even spoke about real estate 
dealers who register lands and 
buildings sold or bought at a 
lower value so as not to pay 
the real tax and registration 
fees. 

However. Jardaneh pointed 
out that the size of the black 
economy is arguable. He 
pointed oiit that such an 
assessment is carried within 
that of the national economy. 

Bui the rhethodology in this 
assessment is also disputed, 
and the necessary statements 
are missing. Hence, all esti¬ 
mates are arbitrary. But in 
comparison with the industrial 
countries, the black economy 
phenomena in Jordan is lim¬ 
ited, the Minister said. 

He confirmed that the Gov¬ 
ernment is taking all the neces¬ 
sary measures to deter the 
development of this. It espe¬ 
cially figbts against all forms 
of smuggling in cooperation 
with regional and international 
trafficking bodies. Meanwhile, 
the Government has estab¬ 
lished special local committees 
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New challanges 
opportunities 




promising 


find another source. This 
became Saudi Arabia. 

The ACC study explains 
that the retreat in the Jordan- 
Iraq trade exchange has had 
negative and harmful effect on 
Jordanian land transport ^ ser¬ 
vices. Tbe figures show that 
Jordan’s fleet of land shipping 
trucks and ice-box transport 
fell from 9.423 vehicles in 
1989 to only 7,157; in 1994 (a 
24% decrease). Likewise, land 
transport trips were substan¬ 
tially reduced from 82359 
trips in 1989 to 14,303,* in 
1994, and tbe cargo decreased 
from 2.1 million tons to 
327.400 tons respectively. 
Nevertheless, 99.3% of those 
trips were destined to Iraq dur¬ 
ing this period. 

The study points also out 
that the UN sanctions against 
Iraq had badly affected the 
activities of the Aqaba port, 
indeed, the number of the vis¬ 
iting ships in 1990 decreased 
by 9.2% from 1989, and by 
7.0% in 1991 from the year 
before. Jordan’s exports and 
transit cargo from Aqaba port 
fell by 26% in 1994 from 
1989. while its exports in the 
third quarter of 1995 were 
only 55% of total exports in 

1989. Moreover, other exports 
and transit shipments fell from 
1.2 million tons in 1989 to 
only 53.000 tons in 1994, and 
stayed below their level in the 
third quarter of ‘95 (only 3.3% 
of the total exports of ’89). 
The incoming transit to Aqaba 
was 6.2 million tons in ‘89, 
whereas in ‘94 it became 
388,000 tons, and constituted, 
in the third quarter of ‘95. 
approximately 8% of its total 
volume in *89. Tbe Royal Jor¬ 
danian Airlines (RJ) was also 
affected by the UN sanctions 
against Iraq. Between 1986- 

1990. RJ carried 3.0% of the 
total number of its passengers 
to Iraq. The halt of RJ flights 
to Iraq meant a loss of fairs 
and revenues. In addition, RJ 
lost 1.4% of total air cargo 
that was meant to be shipped 
to Iraq, because of the sanc¬ 
tions. In fact, 99% of air Jor¬ 
danian . and non-Jordanian 
cargo to Iraq was transferred 
by RJ. ■ 


The peace process has generated new challenges and prom¬ 
ising opportunities for the economies of the Middle East, said 
Hamdi Tabba’, Chairman of the Businessmen Association 
(JBA). 

In the first place, there is the expected economic openness 
among these countries. This requires the promotion of the 
quality of our production so that it would stand up to competi¬ 
tion. This means that new export prospects are also envis¬ 
aged. he added. 

Mr Tabba’ said that the' 
peace process needs pre 
requisites if it is to deepen 
its roots and continue to 
exert efforts to reconstruct 
the Palestinian economy 
following the many years 
of destruction and distor 
lion. He explained that as 
Jordanian-Palestinian re la 
lions have deep historical 
roots, their economies nat 
urally assume a comple 
mentary character. Hence, 
he said, he believes that 
this is a promising oppor 
tunity and' a challenge 
which necessitates atten¬ 
tion and care for the reali- Tabba * 
zation of the two peoples’ 
common aspirations. 

Mr Tabba’ pointed out that the expansion of the regional 
peace circle by the inclusion of other nations will contribute to 
the change and development of outlook of foreign investors 
towards the region. 

He explained that in past years, the area was unstable and 
t. lacked security and Arab and foreign capital refrained from 
investing in iL However, under the new conditions, the future 
looks promising for investment, especially as there exist 
many possibilities which have been previously exploited. 
This is to say nothing of the expansion of the region's 
markets. 

The second challenge lies in the increasing tendency 
towards cooperation between the states of the region. Tabba' 
noted. He said such cooperation is inevitable because of the 
many joint projects that are likely to occur through the con¬ 
clusion of trade accords which would reformulate the former 
economic alliances and structures on new basis, concepts, and 
dimensions. Tabba' is confident that with its geography, eco¬ 
nomic rehabilitation, and improved investment climate, Jor¬ 
dan will be able to benefit from these. 

The third challenge, which emerged during the preparation 
for the Amman Economic Summit last October, is the active 
and effective partnership between the public and private sec¬ 
tors in Jordan. He stressed that the continuation of such a part¬ 
nership is desired and required, in view of the role that is 
expected to be played by the private sector in the coming era. 
Hence, Tabba’ called on the Government to address the pri¬ 
vate sector in a new spirit by bringing it closer to the deci¬ 
sion-making process. He demanded the end of bureaucratic 
red tape which is detrimental to investor mobility. 

Tabba’ drew the attention to a number of economic and 
political changes that are taking place around the world, and 
have a clear impact on Jordan. Among others, he mentioned 
the giant economic blocs, accelerating technological develop¬ 
ment, and the political and economic alliances and groupings 
that are being formed in the Middle East. ■ 


^ ratings ji)r Gulf 

^Bankjjoni IBCA 

v # iONDON: IBCA, tlie European credit rating' agency, 
icais assigned a long-terro rating of BBB + to tbe Golf Bank 
KiS-C- A short-term rating of A2 has also* been assigned: • 

•'■ '• 'The 'Ghlf Bank KiSJO is the i second largest bank fa 
:■ Kuwait with a strong position in’ the domestic retail bank-' 
ing sector. The bank’s perfornjance in recent years has 
been good and jt is strongly capitalised. The long-term rat¬ 
ing follows EBCA’s recent assignment of an A rating for 
. tiie Kuwait, the first sovereign rating for any Gulf state. 


to monitor and assess the 
value of land and real estates 
around the Kingdom. Positive 
results have been realized to 
the state's treasury. Land reg¬ 
istration fees were JD 44.1 
million in J 992: JD 49.4 mil¬ 
lion in 1993; and JD 523 mil¬ 
lion in 1994, whereas the sold 
immovable properties were 
worth JD 655 million, JD 718 
million: and JD 728 million 
respectively. 

The minister added that the 
Government’s wise monetary 
policies also aim at filling the 
gap between prices at home 
and in foreign markets, espe¬ 
cially in the reduction of cus¬ 
toms on many commodities. 
This has led to the reduction 
of the state’s customs reve¬ 
nues from JD 229.7 million in 
1992 to JD 216.8 million in 
1994 and event to JD 97.1 mil¬ 
lion in the first half of 1995. ■ 


■ Assets of the CBJ 
amounted in January *96 to 
JD 3,288,108.283 (with an 
increase of JD 100 million 
over its assets in December 
‘951. The CBJ monthly bul¬ 
letin shows that the Bank's 
assets amounted to JD 
138.905,157 in gold and 
JD 1.085.300,033 in con¬ 
vertible currencies in Janu¬ 
ary ‘96. The CBJ’s assets in 
the dinar amounted to 
404.174,910 in January in 
governmental bonds and 
securities, and 638,122,449 
dinars as discount advances. 
The bulletin also shows that 
current accounts and depos¬ 
its in foreign exchanges for 
licensed banks amounted to 
JD 771.077,863. and JD 
53.954.900 in certificates of 
deposits for these banks, in 
addition to JD 154,280,398 
worth of other valuables. 
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High est and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 





SUNDAY 


+ Jonho Gulf bmnmce 

♦ hu'l Textile Manufacture 

♦ Financial Invcmem Union 


♦ Jordan Bank 

♦ Jordan Rock Wookn 

♦ Middle East Harms. 



MONDAY 


♦ induniy Develop Bank 

♦ AJnay Pharms. 

♦ Jordan Trade 


♦ National financial 

♦ Phoipfaafe Mines 

♦ Jordan Pipe InduMty. 


TUESDAY 


♦ Holy Land Insurance 

♦ Iriied Power 

♦ Arab Potash 


♦ RaTeya Plastic 

♦ Poultry £ Live Slock 

♦ Modem Cable 
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-Ceo«M Factory 


♦ G4fBank 


♦ Jordan Trade 


♦ Arab Bank 




AD data provided by ## ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 
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• Among a large 
circle of relatives 
and friends, 
Kbaied Zaher 
and Fida’a A] 
Abed celebrated 
their wedding on 
12 January 1996. 
The newly-weds 
have taken up 
their residency in 
the US state of 
Virginia where 
the groom has 
been residing for 
some time. 

We wish them all 
the best and a 
long and happy 
life together. 


Etching and Illustrations 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star 


AN EXHIBITION of Print- 
making and Painting, by die 
■Jordanian artist Yasser Dweik, 
•at Darat Al-Funun (Abdul 
.Hameed Shoman Foundation), 
ijpened on Thursday. January 
■ 18.1996. On display are thirry- 
•five works, ten of which are oil 
■on canvas and the rest are vari¬ 
ous multi-media etchings. 



•Entangled Lines 1 


The etchings of Dweik arc of 
superior quality, as he uses dif¬ 
ferent media including brass, 
zinc, plaster, and mixed media. 
The rich structure of the works 
is striking, even to someone 
who is not a connoisseur of this 
art form. He concentrates on 
surface attractiveness, using 
various ornamentation objects, 
as well as regular and irregular 
shapes, thus creating works of 
more emphasis on composition 
thin subject mutter. He also 
has several illustrative pres¬ 
entations. most notably the 
works Three Fish, and A 
Fall. 

in the etchings that are 
not done in mixed media. 
Dweik uses little tonal gra¬ 
dation. although with mono¬ 
chromatic hues to create his 
subjects and simple compo¬ 
sitions. In the mixed media 
works, color shifts are sud¬ 
den. and strong, not too 
dynamic and not too flat. 
Defined figures are created 
by subtle lines, whether 
with or without the effect of 
colors that are favourably 
bold. In Entangled Lines f 
and Entangled Lines II . the 
shapes are easily defined, 
illustrative in approach, 
and colors shift suddenly, 
while From the Inspira¬ 


tion of the Past 
is an example of 
a piece of dis¬ 
tinct colors that 
are related by a 
common 
medium, a base 
of varying blues 
with quasi- 
triangular shapes 
that connect all 
the sides of the 
work. 

The oil paint¬ 
ings or Dweik 
do not rise up to 
the level of his 
etchings. From 
their ~ concepts 
and style, they 
seem to stem 
from a totally 
different time 
than the etch¬ 
ings. They 
lacked color 



The Fall 


sophistication, especially when 
compared to the etchings. The 
composition is not given any 
attention and the color assimila¬ 
tion is weak. At first, one 
would think that they are the 
works of some other artist alto¬ 
gether. Only after looking at 
their numbers and names, one 
realizes that it is the same art¬ 
ist What is strange is that 
Darat At Funun actually dis¬ 


played the works at all. 

Dweik graduated from the 
Academy of Fine Arts of Bagh¬ 
dad in 1968. Currendy he is 
teaching art in the United .Arab 
Emirates. He had eight per¬ 
sonal exhibitions in Jordan, 
one in London and one in 
U.A.E. He is also a recipient of 
the 1976 Alexandria Biennale 
award. The exhibition lasts 
until February 18. ■ 


Plan to improve tourism sector, 
make Jordan prime destination 


Bv Sami Jndeh 


THIS PART of the world has 
always been a blessed land on 
which many cultures have 
prospered. Over 8.000 years, 
the contact between humans 
and nature has been very 
strong. Successive cultures 
such as the Babylonian. Naba¬ 
tean. Greek, Roman and Byz¬ 
antine inhabited this land and 
left their mark on iL 
Jordan which played a sig¬ 
nificant role in the history of 
this region, is witnessing to¬ 
day noted development in dif¬ 
ferent aspects of life, includ¬ 
ing tourism. Tourism has been 
developing as an industry that 
contributes to Jordan's econo¬ 


my. 

Following is a proposed 
program to activate tourism in 
Jordan - . 

I.The adoption of a policy 
to proud? ,i tourism infra- 
.-tructurc with various facili¬ 
ties. The process should in¬ 
clude the following: 

a- Facilitating investments 
by allowing the private sector 
to join the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism in executing tourism pro¬ 
jects. The private sector will 
decrease bureaucratic red tape 
and keep projects in line with 
new developments in the tour¬ 
ism sector. 

b- Establishing an institute 
for tourism education. Stu¬ 
dents in the institute set a cer¬ 


tificate that qualifies them 
to work in the field of tour- 
ism.The institute should 
also have a training pro¬ 
gram to update the skills 
of professionals in the 
field. Studies should in¬ 
clude history and culture 
among other areas. 

c-Giving immediate at¬ 
tention to the state of tour¬ 
ist sites, especially the re¬ 
ligious ones. Some places 
are hard to get to because 
of the lack of safe trans¬ 
portation, which needs an 
urgent solution. 

d- Emphasizing publici¬ 
ty by attending internation¬ 
al tourism exhibitions and 
bolding an annual local ex¬ 
hibition. the participants of 



which will have the opportuni¬ 
ty to visit Jordan's tourist sites. 
c-Focusing on the following: 
c.l-Conference tourism 
Every conference that is 
held in Amman should include 
a tourism program for the dele¬ 
gates. 

c. 2-Religious tourism 
Jordan has many important 
religious sites. 
e.3-Hcallhcarc tourism 
Jordan has many health re¬ 
sorts such as the Maccn 
springs, the Dead Sea and oth¬ 
ers. 

e.4- Youth Tourism 
Constructing budget accom¬ 
modations for young visitors. 

6- Consulting with experts in 


tourism about official decisions 
related to tourism. 

2 Following arc the means 
by which the tourism industry 
can grow: 

a-Govcmmemal support by 
devoting part of the national in¬ 
come fo tourism and rourism 
marketing. 

b- Facilitating the issuing of 
visas. 

c-Assurc that the people in 
charge of the tourism sector 
have sufficient experience. 

d-Emphasizing tounsm safe¬ 
ty 

' e- Treating tourists respect¬ 
fully and honestly 

3. The number, of tourists 
should be increased bv the fol¬ 


lowing: 

a- Organizing marketing 
campaigns all over the world. 

b- Developing a special 
style in attracting tourists to 
return to Jordan. 

e-Establishing tourism of¬ 
fices around Jordan. 

f-Appointing tourism atta¬ 
ches to Jordanian embassies in 
countries with potential tour¬ 
ism markets, 
g- Tourism services : 
g.l- Providing special ser¬ 
vices for tourists at all tourism 
sites. 

g.2- Providing new means 
of transportation to facilitate 
tourists' movement!.. 

g.3- Providing different 
forms of entertainment. 

g.4- Helping tourists feel at 
home through kind treatment. 
This can be achieved by es¬ 
tablishing a society of the 
friends of national tourism. 

g.5- Offering reasonable 
prices in hoiel-Tjnd other fa¬ 
cilities. 

g.6- Providing clean facili¬ 
ties such as like restaurants. 

c.7- Improving the sound 
and light systems in the most 
important tourism sites. 

All of the above will ensure 
(hat Jordan achieves its right¬ 
ful place among the most im¬ 
portant tourism destinations of 
the world. H 


Mr Judeh is the Area 
Manager of Saudia in Jor¬ 
dan. 


Green cards: an overview 


PEOPLE ALL OVER the world have 
heard of the famous US Green Cards. 
This is the common term for an Alien 
Registration Receipt Card. Years ago. 
the cards were actually green in color. 
Then, they wen? red, white and blue, 
while today Green Cards arc pink. 

Many people believe that Green 
Cards are work permits. While a green 

card docs give you the right to work 
legally in the United States, its main 
function is to identify the holder as a per¬ 
manent US resident. 

Your Green Card does not limit your 
ability to travel, but means that your per¬ 
manent residence must be in the United 
St3tcs or else your card will be revoked. 

The best way to improve your chances 
of immigration is picking the visa cate¬ 
gory - that best suits you. The cornerstone 
of the US immigration system is a rigid 
croup of ' isa categories. S our job in try¬ 
ing lo ect any type of immigration bene¬ 
fits is to prove that you fit into one of 
these categories. The Immigration Act of 
1990 has established a number of new 
categories and made it easier to qualify 
in already existing ones, yet the basic 
system remains the same. 

When you complete an application at 
a US consulate abroad for permanent res¬ 
idence. you do not get a Green Card 


immediately. First you arc issued an 
immigrant visa. You must then use it 
within four months to enter the Untied 
States and claim your Green Card. If you 
do not act during that time, the immi¬ 
grant visa will expire and your right to a 
Green Card will be losL 

Once you receive the card, there arc 
only two conditions required to keep it 
for life. First, you must not become 
deportable. The most common way of 
becoming so is to be convicted of a seri¬ 
ous crime. 

The second requirement is that you 
do not abandon (he US os your perma¬ 
nent residence Residence, for immigra¬ 
tion purposes, is a question of inrent 
Should you travel out of the country and 
you do not plan to make your home 
somewhere else, then legally you arc 
still a US resident. 

If you have a Green Card and leave 
the United States for more than a year, 
your can! may be in jeopardy, as the INS 
feds an absence of longer than a year 
indicates a possible abandonment of US 
residence. Even if you return before the 
year is up. it may not be enough It is a 
common misconception that to keep 
your Green Card all you need to do is 
enter the United Slates at least once a 
vear. If vou ever leave with the intention 


of making some other country your per¬ 
manent home, you give up your US resi¬ 
dency. The IN'S will look for signals that 
your real place of residence is not the 
United Slates 

Remaining outside the United Stales 
for more than one year docs not mean 
you have automatically given up your 
Green Card. If your absence was 
intended from the start to be only tempo¬ 
rary. you may still keep your permanent 
residence. Staying away for more than 
one year does mean, however, that you 
may no longer use your Green Card as a 
US entry document. In this situation, you 
must either apply at a US consulate for a 
special immigrant visa as a returning resi¬ 
dent or you mu*t get what is known as a 
re-entry permit. 

If you have a re-entry - permit, (he INS 
can allow you to stay away for up to two 
years, but you should apply for this privi¬ 
lege before leaving If the application is 
approved, a re-entry permit will be 
issued. The permit proves that your 
absence from the United States is not an 
abandonment of residence. It also serves 
as an entry document when you arc ready 
to return. Rc-cntrv permits cannot be 
renewed and can be applied for only 
inside the Untied State? ■ 


Rotary delegation 
visits Jordan 



HOTEL 1NTER.CONTINENTAL Jordan recently held its annual 
staff party ai the Ballroom. Tltc party included awards for the 
employee of the 
year and the best 
performing 
departments 
Prizes included air¬ 
line ticket and vaca¬ 
tions in Europe and 
the Middle East. A 
gastronomic buffet 


dinner 

mented 

function. 

General 

Chawki 


complc- 

ihc 



Manager 
Ayoub 
summarized the 
major achievement 

of 1995 and briefed the staff on furthcoming renovation plans and 
the activities for the 50ih Anniversary of the InterContinental 
Hotels ■ 


OVERHEARD AT TURINO.. 


TURINO- THE ALTERNATIVE 


For visitors to Jordan, Turioo Club Restaurant is 
k tucked around the main square orSwcifcych on the 
>nthem side of 6th circle 
TORINO IS OPEN FOR DINNER-AS USUAU! 
Our special reporter suggests you try one of the 
following delicious dishes: 

* The succulent SIZZLING FILLET 


• ENTRECOTE ON TORINO FLAME 

you will enjoy cooking your ojnste'ndur fillet in the 


secret formula sauce that we guarantee will make you 
come hacji for adore!! 

or ‘ . % 

* GRILLED FILLET ON THE PAN 
A new style in presentation, a new taste (hat Is difficult 
to explain where It comes from. The waiter barbeques * 
the fillet by your ride in q .iery special hot pan. No fire/ 
no flame, no odour*. ' 

This is THE ALTERNATIVE VENUE - 
when you need to dine in an 
extraordinary place that boasts 
modern Mediterranean cpltttre. 

The Turino exquisite theatrical 
setting|s now popular with 
vtSttOTS and guests of Jordan as 
well as with the local crowd. 


The Alternative: 


The power to make you happier!! 
Try Turino for dinner 
JCaHJftW* 
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A ROTARY INTERNATIONAL delegation headed by vice- 
president Richard Stager was in Jordan last week as part of a 
regional visit. Mr. Slagcr presented His Majesty King Hussein 
with the Rotary International Special Award in appreciation of His 
Majesty’s contributions lo Middle East peace. Her Majesty 
Queen Noor also received an award in appreciation of her contri¬ 
butions to social development and mother and child health 
services. 

During his stay. Mr. Slagcr held a press conference in which he 
explained the nature and goals of the organization. 

Rotary international is an organization of business and profes¬ 
sional’ men and women united worldwide. Harnessing the collec¬ 
tive power of their personal and professional talents and resources. 
Rotarians work to strengthen their communities, provide humani¬ 
tarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, 
and help spread goodwill and peace around the world. 

S lager said that there arc Rotary clubs in over 194 countries 
around world. The clubs, he added, include 1.3 million member: - 
who share common goals. 

Rotarians apply the principles of service in ihcir personal, social, 
and professional lives to foster international understanding and 
friendship. 

In Jordan there arc several Rotary clubs, of which the Rotary 
Club of Amman Cosmopolitan is the newest. It already has proven 
that the motto “Service Above Self is its own reward when one 
works in serving others. This was clearly evident when the club’s 
President. Wa'eJ Karadsheb, was approached by a poor Jorda¬ 
nian family who was seeking financial assistance for a badly 
needed eye operation for their eight year old son. 

When advised of the family’s plight, the Cosmopolitan club 
members felt this was a worthwhile project and immediately 
investigated ways of assisting the family. Russian Ambassador, 
Alexander Saltanov. an active member, contacted his govern¬ 
ment and arranged to have the operation performed in Russia. Dr. 
Ziad Sharaiha. another active member, was able to identify a spe¬ 
cialist in Jordan to perform the operation. Dr. Sharaiha arranged 
for the young patient. Abdel Rahecm Yousef lo be admitted to a 
local hospital and the operation was successfully performed. 

Abdel Rahecm and his mother visited the club December 27, 
and expressed their appreciation to the Cosmopolitan members for 
making all of the hospital arrangements, and paying for the opera¬ 
tion. Serv ice Above Self is its own reward! ■ 


Annual party for Hotel 
Inter. Continental Jordan staff 


THE FAR SIDE 

By GARYtaJtSpN 
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Alert, but far from panicked, the herbivores studied 
the sudden arrival of two cheetah speed walkers. 



Rusty makes his move. 



- 1,1 



In the rodent family, the beaver is king of the 
busy signal. 



“For crying out loud! Look at this place!... Well, this 
is one little Satanic ritual that’s coming lo an end!" 


agenda 


Films 


■ A soldier's story at the 
American Center, today 
Thursday , | February at 2 
pm. 

■ Videos on Islam and 
Ramadan in the L'S at the 
American Center on Sun¬ 
day 4 Fchnuiy ar 2 pm. 

S Milan gn Mai at the 
French Cultural Center 
on Monday 5 February at 8 
pm. 

■ Little Bear's trousers & 
other stories and The Snow- 
man (both for children aged 
3-61 at the British Council 
on Tuesday. 6 February at 5 
pm 

* Prime Suspect at the 


British Council on Wednes¬ 
day. 7 February at 7 pm. 


Exhibitions 

■ Print-making and Paint¬ 
ing exhibition by Jordanian 
artist Yasser Dweik, a 
Darat Al Fun on continuing 
until 18 February. 


■ Plastic (abstract) art exhi¬ 
bition by Jordanina and Iraqi 
artists at Orfali Art Gallery 
until 6 February 


Jai * evening 

■ A jazz evening will take 
place at the Americas Cen¬ 
ter on Tuesday 6 February 
at 6 pm. 



progra 

from 



*-Aladdin 
Spbihou* 
Jifewry ln 


« ~ G 


:0B 

foifresjaro* 




j ; ?■ 


.jg.GDHBa 
iggrf Ac World 

.jffTsmkt 

.atufriem Char: 


W 

2:W-n 
2:30—Sf 
hi 

jefdan 
J:«0—M 


jstlidj 


KMDAY 

*Ridj 

fates! 

iaisost 

ofeofthe 

am 


Jordan 
4:00—V# 
5:90—Fr 
Ns 

«: 1 M)—4>s 
S:25—Ha 
->:10—He 
loo Sons 


USSWORD PI 





i' Tsn 'S'f V 

* Wis-w 
42 


: ‘“‘‘•rzcK Jr 




5 W,, 






.«-OE 

‘*C-!:c:4£ 


- NS-** 

»Fw£-f*C< 




^ t * 





I .£ 






















■ 


^6 


'MtsostUKoattm 


*t-j *~-'?tr-z ?T*~ i'.'-o— 


1 FEBRUARY 1996 


THE STAR 7 




- .-r 

a 


sm \: 



Programs on JTV 
from 3-9 Feb. 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

f::. SATURDAY 

iiftO—Moomins 
. 239—Wish Kid 
$00—Harry And The 
Hendersons 
5:25—Blue Heelers 
450 ft—Voyagers 
$00-—French Programs 
73ft— News Headlines 
-735—-Major Dad 
. fcftri—The Stamp of 
Greatness 

525—Hawaii Five-0 
9 : 1 ft—The Glass-Virgin 
"7*00—News at Ten 
1*25—A Journey Across 
■The Land Of Islam 
^1*45—Feature Film: In A 
^stranger’s Hand, starring: 
Robert Uricb & Mogan 


A i 

m 

X~i 


A-stolen child- A desperate 
Adeadly conspiracy 
.Jl:50—Mancuso FBI 

Sx. SUNDAY 

2.*0ft—TheFUntstones 
Z30—Disney’s Aladdin 
300—Family Playhouse 
- #30 ■-Mamie History In 
Jordan 

! 400— Voyagers 
•SiOO^French Programs 
| 739—News Headlines 

735--Are You Being Served 
HOO—Oriental Rugs 
5:25—Hawaii Five-0 
W0—Cinema, Cinema 
- 930—Women of the World 
1*00—News at Ten 
1*25—Counterstrike 

The American Chart 

Show 

1230—Stay Lucky 

- MONDAY 

230—Bonkers 
23§-=rRkhie Rich .. . 

\ 330—Ptayabont 
3il5—Bustin Loose _ 
i \3fc40—Animals of the 
Mediterranean 




4:00—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headline 
735—-McHale’s Navy 
8:00—Inventions 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
9:10—Russia- The Missing 
Years 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—A Journey Across 
The Land Of Islam 
10:40—Perfect Scoundrels 
11:10—Taurus Rising 
12:00—Ellen 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Captain Planet 
2:30—Jouny Quest 
2:50—Spirit of Adventure 
3:40— Scientific Eye 
430—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—You Bet Your Life 
8:00—Oriental Rags 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
9:10—Harry 
10:00—News at Ten 
1035—Three Sovereigns 
For Sarah 

11:15— Feature Film: Psy¬ 
cho, starring: Anthony Perkins 
& Joha Gavin 

A psycho beak kills his mother 
and her lover., he even goes 
further when Dying to get rid 
of the evidence— 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—The Fhntstones 
2:30—Speed Racer 
3:00—Islamic History In 
Jordan 

3:30—Islamic Antiquities In 
Jordan 

4:00—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 
735—Evening Shade 
8:00—Oriental Rugs 
825—Hawaii Flve-O 
9:10—Horizon/Too Big, 

Too Soon 

10:00—News at Ten 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


IS 16 17 18 T9 


|10 111 112 113 


murnm 


saai 


. -ACROSS 
.1. A Starr 
'5 Challenges 
■10 .The old 
/grey— 

.14 Golf c)ub 
15 -Soap plant 
J6 Talon 
17 Zone . . 

;1B PartofUC 
20 Ti/fy Gaf—‘ 
21. Otherwise 
22_ Stairway 

Pan. 

23 Ethiopian 
-'••opera •• 


25-lndochina 


SS9 

^pi 


T rasonsma 

..-way 

& Keyboard 
•• . performers 
33 _Jdri togeffier 


Worth 
^ Uptisfog 
' droop: abbr. 


37 Saltpeter 

38 Small valley 

39 Melody 

40 Soft drinks 

41 Rescued 

42 Practicing 
abstinence 

44 Two-fooled 
animals 

45 Czar 

46 Czech river 

47 Winged 

.50 Church area 
52 Strife 
55 Bad dreams 
58 Tractable 


59 Loyal 

60 Express an 
idea 

61 God of war 

62 Beginning 

63 Necklace 
components 

64 Bias 

DOWN 

1 Apron parts 

2 Surface 


3 Knockdown 
9 pins 

4 Explosive 

5 Texas town 

6 Hebrew 
prophet 

7 Wander 

8 A Whitney 

9 Japanese 
money 

10 1203 

11 Too bad 

12 Very scarce 

13 Pitcher 

19 Cary ol Sms 

21 EngBsh 
statesman 


24 Wife of 
Osiris 

25 Fatigues 

26 Thin margin 

27 Eminent 

28 Bird's nest 

29 Flower part 
SO Table 

utensUs 
31 Ensconced 
in an oak 


32 Smooths by 
rubbing 

34 City in Italy 

37 ■_ creature 
was stirring 

38 Yawn 

40 Command¬ 
ment word 

41 Faction 

43 Gave 10 
percent 

44 Managers 

47 Formicary 
inhabitants 

48 Itafian 
money 


49 Chffls and 
fever 

50 Musical 
composition 

57 Hang fire 

53 Prayer's end 

54 Remainder 

56 Unruly 
group 

57 Mimic 

56 Sfight flap 



H’njssword Puzzle 

L 

nano onnoa anas 
jQonn nnnnn arnon 
nnnn HEjnoonnsnn 
pan onno Dnana 
L nunm anon 
Snnnnn nananoEin 
gonna nnnna ana 
nana nanno an os 
dod nnnEia annua 
onnnmniici r®nnc 2 D 
l naan nana„ 
poonn ocbq non 
gnnBHnnnnn nrasa 
ones onmnn naan 
oona onnaa nana 




Elizabeth Taylor in Boom, Friday at 11:45 


10:25—Airwolf 
11:20—The Silk Road 
1230— Second Thoughts 

THURSDAY 

1:00—Fire man Sam 
1:10—Disney's Aladdin 
130—The Legends Of 
Treasure Island 
2:00—My Secret Identity 
2:15—NBA 

3:15—The new leave it to 
Beaver 

3:40—Adventures Of The 
Old West 

430—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
7:35—Carol And Company 
8:00—Magazine 01 
8:15—The Album Show 
9:10— Pride And Prejudice 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—A Journey Across 
The Land Of Islam 


. 10:45—Feature Film: 
Sharpe's Eagle , starring: Sean 
Rean & Brian Cox 
12:00—Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Little Mermaid 

130—Iris the happy 

professor 

1:40—Bush School 

2:00—See How They Grow 

2:15—Lift Off 

2:35—Futures 

230—Movies, Carnes And 

Videos 

3:20—Goldrush in Alaska 
4:05—Wonder Why 
430—Give Us a Clue 
5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Short Story Cinema 
8:00—Sea Quest 
8:45—America’s Funniest 
People 

9:10—Widows 
10:00—News at Ten 


10:25—Second Chances 
11:45—Classic Movie: Boom, 
starring: Elizabeth Tylor & 
Richard Burton 

The story of a sick wealthy 
women who got manned six 
times-, she is taken aback by 
the visit of poet “Angel of 
Death” 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Documentaire 

*Du soleil ei du vent » 
5:30—S^rie 

Les compagnons de 
I’aventure 
*Les ntdgazebres et 
Venigme du sp/rynx* 
6:00—S£rie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Faul pas r&ver 
* Mongolie v 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Documentaire 
Azimut 
530—S£rie 

Les compagnons de 
I’aventure 
«Les migazebres: 
fumee sans feu- 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoye special 
"J.Dutron et moi* 

"Le passage * 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Documentaire 

"L 'enfant du saule* 

5:30—S6rie 

Les compagnons de 
1’a venture 

"Les megazebres: . 
mdduse de tunner* 

530—Magazine 

C’est pas sorrier 


To 

Advertise 
in this 
space 
Call us at 
652380 


6:20—Divertissement 
L’dcole des fans 
«Herbert Leonard» 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq surcinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Documentaire ■ 
Montague 
«Au pays de la 
riviere bleue* 

530—S6rie 

.. Les compagnons de 
I’avennire 

« Lola et les sardines 
video polar • 

6:00—Magazine medical 
Savoir.plus sante 
« Vaincre la surditi > 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

Mercredi 

5:00—Documentaire 

•Le maghreb face a la 
desertification* 
530—Serie 

Les-dames de ia cdte 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Documentaire 
•A la poursuile 
d une ligne» 

530—VarKtOs 

Le monde est & vous 
«Herve Villard » 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Arcmmede 
"MerveiU.es 
sous-marines» 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Magazine 

530—THeUlm 

•Le fils de Casconge* 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine ‘ 

Alio la Terre? 

"La glace* 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


A LETTER EIWOD WROTE 
ID MTV ASKING IF W6 
CAW SUBMIT A V1PS3- 
TAPE OF OUR BAND. 



CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 


THIS WEEK’S — PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 


HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Quick thinking will 
be required to keep up with the com¬ 
petition. You'll have lo be really 
sharp to get ahead. 

Aries (March 21-April 19k Take 
an extra job if it’s offered, to make 
extra money. A disagreement with a 
friend could flare up. 

Taurus (April- 20-May 20). 
.You’re lucky. Launch your projects 
for the year, by listing them. Try 
something tough; you're strong. . 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You 
may not feel like doing much. 
There's one task you shouldn't for¬ 
get, though. Push yourself. 

Cancer (June 22>Ju!y 22V Cali a 
bureaucrat before you fill out official 
forms, to make sure you’re doing it 
correctly. You’ll be strong. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You may 
find an older person frustrating. Just 
do the job as it’s been assigned. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). You’re 
very lucky, so take on a challenge this 
year. Follow orders but mention it if 
there’s a planning error. 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23). If you 
need a loan, talk to an older relative 
about it. A chance encounter with a 
foreigner could lead to an interesting 
opportunity. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Take 
constructive criticism in good humor. 
It can help you improve your presen¬ 
tation. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec 21). Too 
bad if you have a headache. There’s 
work to be done that can't be put off 
any longer! An argument could lead 
to an improvement 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Hopefully, you can take some time 
off. It’s perfect weather for cuddling 
with your sweetheart. You can catch 
up on your workload later. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A 
younger person may develop a crush 
on you! Keep the relationship strictly 
intellectual, unless otherwise appro¬ 
priate. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Take 
some quiet time for yourself. It’ll 
help you relax, and solve a persistent 
problem. A chatterbox at home could 
get on your nerves. Listen politely, 
and that person will think you’re 
wonderful. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You’re lucky in love 
this year. Make a commitment you 
can build upon. Learn how to 
express yourself clearly this year, and 
you’ll achieve great things 

O 1996. Tribune Media Service* 




— Unscramble these loar words, one 
feller, to eadi square, to form four 
ordinary words. 

I ZAWLT I \ 


GOLIO 



DEGULC ^ l HOW THE ASTRO- 
“I T-T-P^f NAUT5 0ESCR0EP 

l‘ U LJ i their view 

_____ FROM SFfcCE 

-Now arrange the drtfcd letter* to 

[ ] f form the surprise aoswer, as suggested 

_K A .. i I N A bv tbe above cartoon. 

emOM SI HI JO JLflO — weds 
may ASIA jpip paquassp stneuansB atp a\oh usavsuv 

MHAinb 130003 00101. ZlTV/A •‘ SJ3 ' vvStI V 



V1QUER 


WORD WISE 


Q: 1 found what I think 
was a mistake in my local 
newspaper the other day. 
The writer wrote “wreck 
havoc." Isn't it wreak 
havoc? 

A: You are correct. 
Wreak means to avenge, to 


give free play to malevolent 
feelings and to bring about 
or cause havoc. Wreck 
means destruction; the ruins 
of a shipwreck; or some¬ 
thing or someone disabled 
or in a state or ruin. 


Words of 
Wisdom 


Ignoring a problem only 
makes the solution twice as 
expensive. 

• • • ■ 

Don’t be as concerned by 
others’ behavior as much as 
your own. 

• ■ • 

Too much talk about 
tomorrow indicates an unwill¬ 
ingness to take action today. 

m m m 

Those who like to snipe at 
people behind their backs are 
afraid of confrontation. Con¬ 
fronting them will make them 
stop. 

• • m 

Big secrets and big mouths 
don’t go well together. 

• • • 

Living well makes it easier 
to ignore the follies of others. 

O W6.TrtmM«ha Sendee 
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Lin ema 

“BEASTMASTER III: THE EYE OF BRAXUS" 
(MCA/Universal,); Marc Singer returns as the war¬ 
rior in this made-for-video sequel to the earlier sword-aod- 
sorcery adventures, the fust of which is a cab! e-TV 
perennial. Sandra Hess .(“Endno Man' 0 plays hisjeroale 
comrade in batde; also appearing are former “Beverly Hills 
90210” serai-regular Casper Van Dien and Tony Todd 
rCand\man”). ** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 

' “SEPARATE LIVES ” (Vidmarfc, ): Previously 

teamed in “Mr. Destiny, ” James Belushi and Linda Hamil¬ 
ton are reunited in a darker tale with this melodrama, in 
which the actress plays a psychology professor who asks a 
police detective to keep watch over her. He discovers that 
she has a nighttime alter ego ... and when she ultimately 
becomes a murder suspect, his feelings for her cloud his 
objectivity. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: “DIE HARD WITH A VENGEANCE ’’ 
(Fox. ) : Brace Willis is back in action with the third 

installment of the action series, forcing Ins police-detective 
character John McClane into a battle of wits with an enemy 
(Jeremy Irons) who has a personal grudge against him. The 
villain targets various New York City sites for detsruction, 
while McClane gets help from a reluctant shopkeeper 
(Samuel L. Jackson). *** (R: P, V) 

“ CLUELESS ” (Paramount, S97_52): Amy Hecketiing, the 
director who defined 1980s youth with “Fast Tunes at 
Ridgemont High,” does much the same for their 1990coun¬ 
terparts with this entertaining comedy. Alicia Silverstone 
became a true star by playing the seemingly savvy young 
lady who dispenses counsel to her female friends on what's 
“in" and not; co-stars include Stacey Dash and Breckin 
Meyer. *** (PG-13: AS, P) 

"THE LAND BEFORE TIME IU: THE TIME OF THE 
GREAT GIVING” (MCA/Universal,): As with the 

second tale in what has become a senes of full-length, ani¬ 
mated features, this latest installment was produced express¬ 
ly for the home-video market The young dinosaur Ljttiefoot 
and his friends try to rectify a water shortage in the Great 
Valley where they live, before adults battle for the little sup¬ 
ply left ** (G) 

COMING SOON: "THE NET” (Columbia/TriStar, Jan. 
9): Sandra Bullock plays an expert computer hacker drawn 
into danger by a mysterious stranger (Jeremy Northam). 
(PG-13) 

"NINE MONTHS” (Fox, Jan. 16): Hugh Grant plays a 
child psychologist panicked by the prospect of having his 
own baby; Julianne Moore and Tom Arnold co-star. (PG-13) 
"JADE' ’ (Paramount, Jan. 23): Linda Frorentino plays tire 
lady who stirs up trouble between David Caruso and Chazz 
Palminteri in director W illiam Frieditin's melodrama. (R) 
FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY’: AS. aduB'sUuh- 
tions: N, nudity; P, profanity ; V. violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 

O 1996. Tribune Media Service* 


Bridge 

Only at Matchpoints 

By Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
A 10 7 5 2 
AQ64 
0 10 3 
*AQ9 


WEST 
0963 
V J93 
O AK54 
*K75 


SOUTH 

♦ AQ4 
<?K72 
0 J96 

* J 10 8 2 


EAST 
AKJ8 
910 8 5 
0 Q 8 7 2 
*643 



East 

South 

West 

Pass 

10 

Pass 

Pass 

2NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


The bidding: 
North 1 

1* 1 

IV I 

3NT I 


Opening lead: Nine of A 

When it seems that nothing else will succeed, try a dash of 
guile. You might be surprised by the result. 

Since the jump to two no trump was invitational in Nonh- 
South’s methods. North’s raise was a distinct stretch. How¬ 
ever, every card was right and all suits were destined to break 
favorably so, after a spade lead, declarer should have been 
able to take 10 tricks on this hand from a pair event. But see 
what a little false-carding can do. 

West led a top-of-nothing spade, dummy played low, but 
East nevertheless inserted the jack. Declarer’s queen wot 
and the jack of clubs was led, covered by the king and won 
with the ace. Declarer called for a low spade, and East con¬ 
tinued the deception by producing the king! - 
South, hungry for overtricks, could not divine the heart 
division, but one thing seemed sure: West still had 8 6 in 
spades in front of dummy’s 10 7, and a fourth spade trick was 
there for the talcing. It seemed right to cash the spades with 
the help of the ‘marked’ finesse and see who discarded what 
When declarer led the four of spades to the six and seven, 
the roof fell in. East stole the eight of spades and it was not 
difficult to find the diamond switch — down one. 

There might or might not be a moral in this for duplicate 
players. All we can think is that, since not too many pairs 
would get to game on a combined 23 count, we would have 
taken the nine sure tricks—four clubs, three hearts and two 
spades —and in the process made an overrode At rubber 
bridge, the kindest thing that can be said about declarer’s play 
is that there must have been a full moon! 

O 1996. TiUmb Media Services 


SlApSjIX ——= 
Losing your head 
makes it hard to 
save face! 
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Arafat demande Taide de la Suede 


Supplement en fran?ais du Star 


• Yasser Arafat (notre photo) a diclari mardi qu ’il souhaitait que la Suidejoue 
un role de midiatear dans les prochaines negotiations sur I'avenir de Jerusalem. 
Pour lui, Vantien ministre suddois des affaires itrangires , Sten Andersson, doit 
faire partie des midiateurs charges de la question de Jerusalem ou du retour des 
rifitgiis. 

«Nous avoos besom de votre aide, et je ie dis ouverteroent», a diclari Yasser 
Arafat apris avoir reacontri le premier ministre suidois Ingvar Carlsson. 

Ingvar Carlsson n r a pour I'instant pas donn£ de riponse is Yasser Arafat, 

Son consedierdiplomatique, Lars Danielsson, apricisi que ^’engagement, 
su&lois dans ces rkgodatlons est possible si telle est la volonti des deux 
parties. Depuis longtemps, le gouvernement sufdois se dent & lenr 
dispositions 
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SELON 



II n’y a rien d'6ionnani 
a ce que les d6puks se 
disputent et £changcnt des 
in suites. Les parlcmen- 
taires sc disputent dans le 
monde entier et cn vien- 
nent meme parfois aux 
mains. 

Je ne connais pas les 
raisons d'une cdiebre dis¬ 
pute parlementaire telfivi- 
s& qui a eu lieu a Taiwan 
ob I on s'est battu 5 coup 
de poing et de pied mais 
je suppose que les deputes 
s' af frontal ent a propos 
d’un problfeme crucial de 
soci£te. 

En Jordanie, et en parti 
culier h la chambre basso, 
on Cchange toujours des 
points de vue diff^rents au 
cours des discussions des 
projets de loi. Mais ces 
discussions aboutissent ra- 
rement & quelque chose de 
constructif. 

Cor fondamentalement. 
il n'y a pas de discussion 
ou d‘analyse approfondie 
sur 1'impact des lois sur 
I’avenir du pay's ou le 
developpement du royau 
me. 

Au concraire. Un quart 
dc la chambre est toujours 
absent des stances. Les 
propositions de Toppo- 
sition ou des deputes ap¬ 
purtenant h d’autes forma¬ 
tions politiques ne comp- 
lenl pas pour la majority 
et le gouvemement ne 
donne aucune d'expli- 
cation convaincantc pour 
apaiser 1‘opposition. 

Les discussions sur les 
projets de loi ou sur les su- 
jets d‘importance natio- 
naie sont. pour la plupart. 
ramen&s h des problfemes 
linguistiques et b des dia¬ 
logues ennuyeux. 

On veil alors certains 
parlemeniaircs tenir des 
conversations d’ordre pri- 
vc avec leurs collogues 
deputes ou jvcc certains 
ministres. 

Et au bout d’une demi- 
heure. ou maximum unc 
heure. beaucoup de depu¬ 
tes s’en vont et ii nc rcstc 
plus que le quorum au 
Pjrlcmcnt. soil 41 deputes 
sur SO. 

Les deputes s'insurgent 
centre 1’cnnui dc ccttc as- 
semblee et 1‘absence de 
debat democraitque. La 
soeieic jordanienne. mal- 
heu reuse mem. n'est pas 
habituec aux pratiques d£- 
mocratiqucs. 

La fafon dc conduirc 
des automobilistcs illustrc 
bicn les mccurs des Jorda- 
niens. Us nc se respccicnt 
pas entre eux. 

La solution, pour les con- 
ducteurs. est de depasser 
(outes les voitures en for- 
cant le passage, en ignor¬ 
ant le code dc la route et 
en ne respcciant ni les pis¬ 
tons. ni la police. 

On reirouve la meme 
situation part out. Les dis¬ 
putes au Parlcment sont 
d'ordre suictement per¬ 
sonnel. Et meme si elles 
s'abritent derriere des mo¬ 
tifs politiques. elles ne 
rellbicmquc I" intolerance 
des re present ants du peu- 
ple entre cux. ct vis-i-vis 
d'auires idtes ou d’autres 
opinions. 

Lc respect du point de 
vue de I’autre et par con¬ 
sequent de la tiberte d o- 
pinion ou d'expression 
sont des principes trfcs dif- 
fidles a obtenir dons une 
telle atmosphere. ■ 


Sa’eda Kilani 


Le Jourdain, 
on y revient 


Irak 


La faim continue de tuer en silence 


■<**:** 


Selon VOrganisation de VOnu pour Valimentation et Vagriculture (FAO), Vembargo impose a VIrak 
a deja entraine la mort de 560 000 enfants . Un chiffre qui ne cesse de grossir jour apres jour . 


Abbas fit quelques pas 
mais ses jambes le trahirent et 
il s'tfcroula sur le sol. «Je n'ai 
pas mange depuis plusieurs 
jours*, djt-il d’un ton plein 
d’amertume. Abbas est run de 
ces millions d'enfants irakiens 
qui souffrcnt des effets de I'em- 
bargo impost it leur pays de¬ 
puis aobt 1990 par les Nations 
Unies. Depuis cinq ans, soil 
presque la moitif de sa vie, ii 
endure des tfpreuves psycholo- 
giques et economiques. 

• La faim tue les innocents• 
dil son pfcre. * Comme je ne 
pouvais plus subvenir aux be - 
soins de toute la famille, j’ai du 
les repartir en groupes, chaque 
membre ne recevant qu'un seul 
repas par jour .» 

Le drame est encore plus ac- 
cablant lorsqu'on sail que cette 
famine et cette malnutrition 
frappent un pays qui. jusqu'5 
un passd recent, dcait parmi les 
plus avaneds des pays en voie 
de developpement dans le do- 
maine de la sank et celui de 
1'dducaiion. A present, Wes 
gens en sont rdduits a mendier 
pour se procurer de la nourri¬ 


ture ». selon un responsible des 
Nations Unies. 

«Les signes de malnutrition 
sont facilement detectables. 
surtout aupres de la population 
jeune *. explique le docteur Ru¬ 
fat Aziz, qui travaille pour 
Unicef. *Lcs gens portent des 
prix excessifs des aliments et 
de la valeur du dinar irakien 
qui ne cesse de se deteriorer. 
Ce qui signifie que soil ils 
achetenl des quantiles "minimes 
de nourriture, soil ils reduisent 
le no mb re de repas. Les rations 
alimentaires subventioruiees et 
distributes par le gouveme- 
mem satisfom a peine les be¬ 
soms quotidiens d'une famille 
irakienne de classe moyenne. • 

A la suite de iembargo, le 
gouvemement a rationn£ la dis¬ 
tribution alitrtentaire. En con¬ 
sequence, chacun avail droit b 
un panier de denrees achetdes a 
des prix fortement subvention- 
n£s. Selon un pone-parole de 
I'Unicef. toute la population, a 
fexception de b population au- 
tonome du nord. erait hfndfi- 
ciaire de ce syst&me. Ce m£ca- 
nisme avail certainement per- 


mis de tenir en £chec la famine 
aupr&s des couches les plus d£- 
munies. 

Mais vers la fin de septem- 
bre 1994. ccs rations ont &\£ nS- 
duites. noiammcnt en raison de 
mauraises rficoltes. Elles one 
atteint le niveau de 1770 calo¬ 
ries par personne par jour, cc 
qui represenle 70^ du besoin 
dnergdtique quotldien dun 
adulie. 

Le seul moycn de comblcr 
ce ddfiril est d'avoir recours au 
marchd Libre. Mais lb. Ics prix 
sont hors de portae pour ia 
grande majority des families. 
D'oii I’ctat de malnutrition qui 
frappe les enfants. situation 
pn£diie par les missions de la 
FAO en Irak au cours de 1993. 
et qui continue de se degrader. 


La mort plutot que la faim 


Dans une Crate drcssde au milieu de la rue, quelqoes mem- 
bres de la communautd locale se tiennent debout, alignds. rece¬ 
vant les condoldances pour la mort d'une famille entfere. dnq 
enfants et leurs parents. 

Le p&re appartenait b la classe moyenne. Il a fun par en- 
voyer ses enfants au lit, l'estomac vide. Les voisins I'avaient 
aperyu certains matins partir avec un meubk de La maison. II le 
vendait, et avec I'argent quit en tirait. il achetajt de la nouni- 
ture pour sa famille. 

Le stress et la depresson’oai fini par lui faire padre son em- 
ploi. Centre son dernier meuble, il sembJe qu’il ait achod un 
peu de poison qu'il.a mdlangd b la oourriture. 

Au cours des jours qui sum rent on ne vit plus aucun mem¬ 
bre de la famille quitter la maison. Les voisins, alors. forc&ent 
la pone pour ddcouvrir les corps gisanr sur k: sol d’une pibce 
compktement ddpouillde. 

Sur tm bout de papier, le pfcre avail griffonnd le triste mes¬ 
sage suivanb^/e n'ai plus de quoi nourrir mu famille. Je ne 
veux plus les voir affiants ou malades sans etre en mesure de 
leur foumir de la nourriture ou des medicament. La mart est 
plus misericordieuse que la faim ou la maladie.» ■ 


Un ratour en arrf&re 

Le salaire moyen d un fonc- 
tionnaire de I'Etat a €16 relev£, 
entre 1990 a 1994, de lOOfTr. 
Mais ce pouvoir d'achai rcste 
en dessous du niveau des prix 
des produits alimentaires, des 
prix qui ont augment de 650% 
entre mi-1994 et 1993. 

De plus, le chdmage galo- 
pant, i'approvisioimement ali- 
mentaire sporadique, et les con¬ 
ditions sanitaires peu salubrcs 
onl contribut h la degradation 
de l'dtat de santd des habitants, 
les enfants dtant parti cu lie- 
rement touches. Les hopitaux 
et les cliniques sont occupds de 
plus en plus par des enfants 
souffrant dc marasme, du syn¬ 
drome de Kwashiorkor, d'avj- 
taminose ou de rachilisme. A 
cela s'ajoutcnt les cas de plus 
en plus frtfquenu de nouveaux- 
nes dont le poids est infarieur a 
la moyenne. 

Les produits subvention's 
dis tribuds par I'Etat ne permet- 
tent pas de tenir au-deu de la 
premiere quinzaine du mots. 
Un trfes petit nombre de gens 
am vent d subvenir a leurs be- 
soins alimentaires pendant trois 
semaines, grace aux legumes et 
au poulct qu'ils ach&tcnt sur le 


marchg libre. Un poulet ou bicn 
un plateau d'oeufs y codte 1000 
dinars irakiens. Le salaire d'un 
fonctionnairc oscille lui entre 
3000 et 4000 dinars. 

Pour faire face ii cette situa¬ 
tion. le Programme alimenuire 
mondial et le Ministre irakien 
dc b Sank ont erdfi dcs centres 
dc rtihabilitation alimemaire a 
Ira vers lc pays. Leur objeaif 
est de foumir unc rhdrapie aJi- 
mentaire aux enfants de moins 
de cinq ans hospitalises pour 
malnutrition aggxav^e ct dc 
leur assurer un suivi alimen- 
taire aprfes leur sortie dc 
fhOpiial ou a la fin de leur th6- 
rapie. Le projet consiste aussi a 
foumir une formation tech¬ 
nique aux dquipes medicates 
locales, ainsi qu'aux mfrrcs 
pour les aider it survciller le 
developpement dc leur? en¬ 
fants. 

Plus dc la moiti£ dcs enfants, 
des femmes enceintes ct allai- 
tames sont touches par le defic¬ 
it calorique. L'augmcntation 
des cas graves de malnutrition 
conduira. it terme, a une hausse 
de la mortality infantile. 

Les foibles poids des enfants 
a la naissance. consequence de 
l'6tat de malnutrition des fem¬ 
mes enceintes, ajouks au taux 
61ev6 de maladies rfpanducs 
parmi les enfants mal nourris. 
en scront dcs causes supple- 
mentaircs. 

Les cas dc malnutrition abouti- 
ront certainement 5 ['arret du 
processus dc ddveloppemcnt 
chcz les enfants. En outre. les 
carences alrmentaircs affccte- 
ronl la croissance du cervcau 
chcz ceux-cf avec. comme cori- 
sdquence, une degradation dcs 
facultCs intellectuelles. 

«La situation de la sante en 
Irak est en train de se deterio¬ 
rer tris rapidemem, el nous 
nous inquietons des conse¬ 
quences. Nous allons en 
arriere», avoue aujourd’hui un 
rcsponsabic irakien dc la san- 
HM 

Lima Nabil 
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Les hospitalisations pour malnutrition des enfants se multiplient en Irak . Mais beaucoup 
d'entre eux ne sont pas soignds a temps, et on estime a 110 000 le nombre d'enfants con- 
damnes a mourir en 1996 si la situation interieure ne change pas. 
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Elections palestiniennes 

Les Palestiniens ont vote la conflance 


En volant massivement pour Yasser Arafat et les membres du 
Fatah , les electeurs palestiniens ont renouvele leur confiance 
aux vieux militants de la cause palestinienne. 


Jordanie 

Soyez au parfum des contrefacons 

Lorsque vous achetez du parfiun, mefiez-vous du contain de 
votre flacon. Car beaucoup de parfums sont imites . tout comme 
de nombreux produits copies sur certaines grandes marc/ues. 




Tous les jeudis djns lc Star 


«tes balles qui m ‘ont 
rendu handicopc ne m'em- 
pcchent pas de rentrer au Con- 
seil.» Tel ctait fun des slogans 
dune imprcssionnantc nurnfes- 
tution it la vcilk* des premises 
elections palestiniennes. Cost 
dire ii quel point la societe pa- 
lcstinienne etait impliquec dans 
ce premier suffrage dc rhistoire 
du peuplc Palestinian. 

A Gaza, lc taux dc participa¬ 
tion rftaii de 93%. centre 75% 
en Cisjordanic selon b com¬ 
mission ccntrale dcs elections. 
Quant a Jerusalem, qui a pos£ 
d&s le ddbut dc la campagnc de 
gros probldmes 3 cause de son 
statui particulier ct de'licat, le 
nombre de volants ne se mon- 
tait qu’i 4400 It l’intcrieur de la 
villc. Le reste des 70 000 6lcc- 
teurs inscrits sur les listcs ^lec¬ 
tori] cs ont dfl voter dans des 
bureaux situfis dans les ban- 
lieues de Jerusalem, comme 
eda avail ete convenu entre 
Israel et I'AutoritC nationalc pa- 
Icstinicnnc. 

La faible participation enre- 
gistr£e dans la ville saintc pent 
s'expliquer par I'atmosphfrre pc- 
sante qu*i! y kgnait. Le jour du 
scrutin, le nombre de policicm 
isradliens dtait en effet supd- 
ricur ^ celui dcs clecicurs pales¬ 
tiniens. Ces demiers ont ctd 
pris cn photo par la police is- 
radlienne. comme l’a constatd 
un des observateurs intema- 
tianaux. t'ancicn president dcs 
Eta is-Unis Jimmy Carter. 

Les dleclions sc sont ddrou- 
Ifies dans le calme el la sertni- 
fe, et aucune fnude majeure 
n'a die’ cons tale par Ics observa¬ 
teurs. Des ddbordemenis d- 
laient pourtant i craindre, cc 
scrutin ayarn lieu quelques 
jours seuiemeni apres I'as- 
sassinat de Yahb Ayashe. unc 
mort que beaucoup de Palestin¬ 
iens considfcrent comme unc 
provocation. 

*J'auroi prefere obtenir 
5/% des voir*, a ddclard Yas¬ 
ser Arafat apres 1‘annoncc de 
son election a ia (cte du Cnnscil 



la 

tout 

des 


Certains candidals ont eu beau s'investir beaucoup fuiancierement dans cette campagne. 
Us n *ont pas re us si pour autant h seduire tes electeurs et d obtenir un mandat au Co ns ell 
national palestinien. 


national palestinien avec 88.1% 
dcs voix. Face h lui. Samiha 
Khalil a obtenu 9% dcs voix, un 
rcsultat important pour les 
femmes. 


L'esthnc plut&t 

qut l'arg«nt 

Ce rdsultat n’a surpris per¬ 
sonne car Its Palestiniennes et 
les Palestiniens. 3'am de voter 
pour l'homrac qui a permis 
('autonomic, ont donne leurs 
voix it celui qui symbolise b 
lutte pales [inienne dc ces trefltc 
demieres anndes. 

Ce raisonnement ve retrouve 
dans lc choix dcs S8 membres 
du Conseil national pabstinien. 
Contrairemcm aux provisions 
faites avant le scrutin. le kveil 
du tribaJisme et des grandes fa¬ 
milies de fa sncietJ p.tlesii- 
nienne n'a pas cu heu. Les can¬ 
didate dcs grandcs families ont 


subi un dchcc malgk dcs ex¬ 
penses <5!ectoraIes cons£quentcs 
ct une campagne men6e it fond 
de train. 

Les hommes d'affaires, dont 
les portraits et les pro messes 
ont envahi ics joumaux et les 
rues pendant dcs scmainc*. 
n'ont pas kussi k gagner la con- 
fiance de Electoral palestinien 
qui est rcst£. ludde. 

De grandcs figures militantes 
tellcs que lc Dr Haydar Abdel 
Shaft ou Abdel Jawad Saleh a 
Rama I ah ont obtenu plus dc 
voix avec moins dc moycn*. Hr 
bicn que le mouvrment du Fa¬ 
tah ait fa majorik au Conseil. 
beaucoup de ses candidate offi- 
dcls onl perdu car ils n'avuient 
pas lestime de b population. 
C'c.st par cxemplc Je cas a Gaza 
ou seulcmcm quatre candidate 
sur dou/c ont die clus. 

Le Hamas, qui boyewait ce 


scrutin. peui lui compter sur 
cinq dlus conn us pour leur sym- 

pathic avec ie mouvement i'sb- 
mistc. lout comme le FDLP. 
dont 1'un des membres est cmrd 
dans lc Conseil. 

Les femmes nc disposcront 
dies que de cinq rcprdscnianics 
dons ccttc asscmblfie. soil envi¬ 
ron 6% des sieges. 

Lc ConsciL qui sc rlunira 
apres b fin du ramodon, devra 
affronter une situation tcono- 
mique au bwddu disastre. 

Et sur le plan politique, il de¬ 
vra rapidemem preparer Ics 
dossier jusquc-la repousses, ids 
que Jerusalem ou le son des 
rtffugitv. afin d'dlni prPt pour 
Ics negotiations qui dmvent 
commcnccr au Jfihut du mob 
dempj I996.B 


DeGau, 

Hassan Baiuwi 


Du dernier Cacharel ju 
nouveau Calvin Klein, Ics par¬ 
fums s'rnKvttcnt dans Ics petites 
boutiques dc parfums de 
bassc-'villc. •Nous tivons 
cr que vous drsirez. 
marques ronnue\ aux nouveau- 
t£s intemalinnales*. assure cn 
souriunt ie vendcur d'une parfu- 
mcric. Ix prix dc riimpurtc 
quel fbcon dc HX) ml est dc f»,5 
dinars, soil cinq fois moins 
qu'un original 

En fait, ces contrcfafons sont 
faites fi partir dliuilcs cssen- 
tidles impondcs tie France, de 
5uissc ou d'Espagnc. Elles snm 
ensuile mdlangdcs avec dc 
falcool cr d’autres produits. 
avant d'etre versdes dans tics 
f!aeons en veree tic toutes 
taillcs. Un commerce malin ct 
fructucux. 

•fl y a beaucoup dc parfums 
+pirates + en ccntrc-ville. dans 
certains magasins de heauh 1 au 
direaemem dans la rue», ex¬ 
plique A1 Bakrie. vendcur dans 
unc boutique ou Ics parfums 
son i vendus dans dcs fl .icons 
originaux pour sculemcnt trois 
ou quatxe dinars. Dcs cntani.s 
sont effet chargds d’allcr rtfeu- 
pifrer chcz lex gens dcs fl aeons 
dc parfums vide* ct tic Ics ra- 
inencr au magaain. 

Dans les grands magasins dc 
produits dc bcauk. lc prix dcs 
parfums originaux peui monicr 
jusqu'D 60 ou X0 dinars, .soil fa 
monk du sabirc moycn cn Jor¬ 
danie. • One minority de 20 % 
des gens peut achetrr des pur- 
fum* dun tel prix* assure Mcr- 
vat Abou Ajoo, vendcusc dc In 
boutique Samco. 

Les lunettes et Ics v&cmcms 
nc sont pa.s tpargnes par (e.s 
conu-efacons. Des milliers dc 
copie peu vent fire produites en 
toute bgalild ct sc vendent sous 
le nom dc la marque d'origine. 

•Im protection de la nuirqur 
ctrmgere n'existc pas en Jor- 
dame Les pmducteurs nc pen . 
vrnt pas pours uivre en justice 
les concurs*, assure Nidnl Al- 
Zoubi. vlrificatcur dev marques 
dfposdcs au minisfarc du Com¬ 


merce et dc ['Industrie. *5l'uIs. 
les acttrtfur\ ie peuvent. si les 
vrndrurs lent vendml une 
lUinirefm'tm cn la tutsan: />, . 
ser pour un prndtat original. 
Im pmtceium des marques 
s'applique settlement pour tes 
productions jordaniennes et 
centimes pniluetitins nrtihrs 
drposecs au centre dependant 
du ministerr du Commerce el 
de l"Industrie. • 


Cassatt as «pirates» 

Ixs produits deprives >on: 
done. cux. proteges par le loi 
cl on nc pcul pas vcnJre leurs 
contrefacons. Les gruialcs 
marques ctrangircs peus ent 
dies atissi sc pnitdgcf cn fai- 
xint distribucr leurs produits 
par dcs d£pusitaircs otlicicis. 

La notion dc droits dautciir 
cst assc/ r&cntc cn Jordanie. 
Ellc a d'aillcurs subi quclquc.s 
modifications voib deux ou 
trois ans pour dre plus coninu- 
gantc. Mais fa legislation n est 
pas vrarment respcctec dans lc 
p.iys. ct on trouve beaucoup de 
cassettes ct de vidco-easscttcs 


-pirates-. 

•A partir dim original, il 
rst ires facile de faire dcs co¬ 
pies-. explique fade Dnlch. a- 
•>t>c.it MagMirc. - Les mtnens 
de p trainee wane eat ausst vue 
que fa tccftncdogir. ft nous ne 
pouion* pas empidler les cn- 
pieurs dt m copter. Les produc- 
tears ne peuvent pas venir en 
Jurdumc pour counr apres les 
copienr-.. - 

Ouam jux jr.-res. -la protec¬ 
tion des oeuvres mtellcc Indies 
Jail partie des droits de 
lhnmme... rappctle Jade Doieh 
-Cette In sur les droits 
d'autcur fat: parttc Jc\ ov,in- 
cers dcnuieraiiqucs du pays. 
Lauteur est prof fee ct pent 
ptiursuivre cn justice Ics co- 
pieurs * 

Gene legislation nc scmblc 
pa.* toutcfois dissuadcr Ics pi-, 
rales. Dans les nombreux ma¬ 
gasins dc photocopies, il«: cn 
clfct facile dc reproduirc pour 
5 dinars un livrc dc 500 pages 
qui enuts quatre fois plus dans 
lc commerce.■ 
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Dans certains magasins , il vaut mieux nc pas sc far & 
' < l, ^ ueUe ,,u au flacon pour achvtcr un parfum. 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre_...... 661026/7- 

American Centre Library........... 820101 

British Council...636147/8 

. Preach Cultural Centre —.637009 

Goethe Institute...641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre_ 639777 

Haya Arts Centre..665195 

Y.W.CA-. 641793 

Y.W.NLA--—1._664251 

Darat alFunun.. 643252 

Alia An Gallery...... 639303 

. Baladtra Art Gallery ......657132 

Nabil A1 Mashini Tbcaie_675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre_.... 625155 


Concord Cinema.677420 

Plaza Cinema..(09238 

Philadelphia Cinema_634144 

Sports Clubs 

AI Hussein Sports City........_667181/5 

Orthodox Club-- 810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club_736572 

Royal Chess Club..„.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club...676990 

Amman Mun. Library...636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library__843555 

R^-CJM.. 837931/837937 
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Government Depts. 
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The Prime Ministry. 641211 

Amman Greater Municipality__ 636111 

Agriculture.----6S6151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.. 666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman__«... 636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources..815615 

Finance. 636321 


Foreign Affairs — 
Industry & Trade 

Information. 

Interior Ministry ... 
Justice..... 


.644361 

.663191 

_641467 

_-.6631II 

...1.663101 


Labour .-.698186 

Municipalities & Environment_641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning___644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health....665131 

Public Works & Housing.668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies..._60212! 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.6SQ1QQ 

Youth / University.. 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 
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Algerian .641271/2 

Australian...... 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 


Brazilian .. 642183 

Belgian -.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean .. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Coos 677559 

Czech .. 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Brinish Consulate 824654/824676 

french . 641273/4 

German __ 689351 

{foek.;:...;.671331/2 

_ Hungarian.-.815614 

Spficelhndic Consulate.. 698851 

Indian I.. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi ..639331 

Italian. 638185 

^Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan .. 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate..... 636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani..—.686155 

Pakistani -. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep; of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

fPoIish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian .... 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons..„.861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate .645312 

Sooth Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.-..811194 

Spanish.-.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian .-. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish ,. 641251 

U.A.E _ 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..;..-........../. 823100 

United States..;. 820101 

_ emen... 642381 

ftEEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA -.694351/8 

[TCRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

ItJNRWA .. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

iUNESCO. 606559 




j r Airlines 

Important Numbers 

Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot . 641510 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .. 688301/2 

Air Lanka .J 682140 

Alitalia. 625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 

Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.6^090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents. 897467/8 

Highway Police ..787111 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .641430 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines .. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air. 630011 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli, Abdali.664164/6 

AI-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 
Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Gulf Air.653613 

Army. Marita.. 891611/15 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia_: 637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 630879 

KLM. 622175 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Itatian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 
Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236. 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 
Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA..636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qamas . 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints —.121 

Saudia... 639333 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints_656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air(G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines...-.641959 

USAir. 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian. 637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines.659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 
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G There are certainly so ^ 
many ways to enjoy the 
EJTTSJE CAJSSAIR r* 
f. hum!!! . ■ 

Most welcome to phone „ 
Most welcome to come ■ 

Aqaba Motets 

Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I..316250 

Coral Beach.31352] 

Holiday Int’1.312426 

r ' [Mecca Sl. At - Gisartahebj " x 
r l Center Tn?: 362135 S .v 

Miramar....314340 
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NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
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Cafe Restaurant 

Different 


.fahxi' Amman Tel: '.«45229 
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The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

(DUSE- IN.TAKEAWAY & DELIVERY) 

Mecca sL Jab'r Trade Center 

C3 -a r i" *> O 

Tel: O-LS w-'C 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


, At» \ 

■n&jsg? ' 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


M-r. oyJL 


CARDENS ST 





T Amismi 

[ Fully Serviced Suites] 

A/G In Grand 


ALCAZAR 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

TeI:314I31/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE .... 

JUST VISIT 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.o3ox 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darod Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



Beautv Institute 
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C Body skiti Irejinn iit 
C Make-up 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisarii 

Tel: 693399 


“ci'“ 
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T e 1:6 6 6705 


We save you more 



The most picasuraoltf shopping 
experience ... !t'= ubou: 
e’.emhhg you need. x ■■■ prices. 

Cir.ie Tei 3:-.‘!29 


iliitucipuia 'us- 

Back in stock 

-Celestine Prophecy 

-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 

-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 

-19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 

By David Roberts + Bartlett 


Mtiladelpfria^ Bijitk. .Sjiog^ardehf ^)t 
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World's No.l Pizza Chain 

Ramadan at Pizza tfut 

Open buffet includes: 

Soup, salad, pas la, spaghetti with 
meat & sauce. 

Garlic bread supreme, oil buds of 
Pizza. Soft drinks and desserts. 

A-vaU&fclt or iht taUmrinz hrudwr. 
Madina Mimnwmli Si 07V 20922 
Shmrisnni bBIMII /Uordcns AK3I1I/112 
J4bd At. Uusuaa - MoUh OTV^CI 
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THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICTOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 
TOWN 
Burger. Roast- 
Chicken 


Almdmak Atmonaworah. St. 

Tel: S65279 
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Professional Quality in 1 

Hour Setyice 

Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 

Shmetsani- Opp. Grind- 
Says sank. 

Phone -. 604042 
Swefieh. Phone -523S9I 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near AhUyytUt Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:0Q-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tfei638968 
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AQABA GULF HOTEL 


i * * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



A L O H A O • 


A L I K T I S A D I 


Economic Perspectives 

Jordan’s authoritative economic 
newsletter Published every two weeks. 

Available by subscription only. 
For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 


To Advertise in 
this space, call 
us at 

652-380 



7th chde. Tel. 820099 
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PIZZAS* SNA CM?. C'AXZS 
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EilS CENTRE FOB MICK SERVICES 

^Professional Drycleamng 
*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 

* Engraving 

*Upholstery A Carpet Cleaning 
Al -Jaber A Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 



TEE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 


P 


JGffi^h JANARD ¥f¥p^7 
“BMM ?lUiur 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone : 821656 & 814714 




^-CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


M: 


f 1 
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CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


wi v \ 0 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

Tel: 695180 
i: Fax: 682525 



RentaCar carriage carriage 



Bar 'zslkeiri Auto Series Centm* 



we offer 

4* Computerized Engine Check 4* Electro Mechanical car check R 

4- Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance i ^ < 

❖ Oil Change ^ 3ARASuB,Erf 

Wasfi AI-Tal St. Td: 685454 Fax: 682525 



Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 



The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It AU 


AU Shmei^mi^ (Near Ato Ali, Middle East Sank Bldg . Td.: j98005 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser 


to share youi^V 
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A beginner’s guide to Internet history and 

terminology: 

What is the Internet 


THE INTERNET'S popularity 
is no longer confined to the 
USA. It has spread out all over 
Europe. Asia and is now in the 
Middle East. Everywhere, peo¬ 
ple in business, in the press 
and in the IT industry are talk¬ 
ing excitedly about the Inter¬ 
net and the opportunities it 
offers them. In the middle of 
all the publicity, it is very 
easy to miss the facts you 
need to know to harness the 
Internet's vast resources. 

The word ‘internet 1 liter¬ 
ally means ‘the network of 
networks', a massive world¬ 
wide network of computers. 
The Internet is comprised of 
thousands of smaller regional 
networks scattered through¬ 
out the globe linking five 
million host machines and 
some 40 million people in 
over 160 countries 
electronically. 


net is introducing, could easily 
find themselves, in only a few 
years, hopelessly outdated. 

In many ways, the Internet is 
like the telephone network, it's 
available to all individuals and 
businesses at a decreasing cosl 
T he difference is that the Inter- 


History 


Spr 

****** 


The Internet was devel¬ 
oped by the US military more 
than 25 years ago for the pur¬ 
pose of transferring informa¬ 
tion to remote locations. The 
Internet has been in use by the 
US government since the early 
1970s, but civilian access has 
only been possible since the 
mid-eighties. 

It generally refers to the 
physical side of the global net¬ 
work: the cables and comput¬ 
ers. It does, however, include 
some software that routes 
information packets to the cor¬ 
rect address. 


net allows multiple types of 
information to be transmitted 
and received including text, 
voice, and video. There are a 
wealth of business benefits 
available from being able to 
transmit complex ideas more 
effectively using the combina¬ 
tion of these: to access business 
information worldwide: or 
quickly and efficiently con¬ 
clude financial transactions 
over the network. 


Web server locations can be 
linked, it is often referred to as 
a body of information or in 
terms of an abstract space of 
knowledge. The 1993 introduc¬ 
tion of NCSA's (National Cen¬ 
ter or Super Computer Applica¬ 
tions) Mosaic viewer 
transformed both the Internet 
and the Web From sys¬ 
tems used primarily by 
education and govern¬ 
ment. into an information 
exchange medium for the 
masses and a highly 
effective medium for 
business communication. 
Web browsers, such as 
Mosaic, provide an easy 
to use graphical user 
interface to find informa¬ 
tion on the Internet 
quickly. According to 
study carried out by the 
Honolulu Community 
College in the USA, the 
number of users con¬ 
nected to the Internet on 
any given day doubled 
from roughly 15 million users 
in 1993 to at least 30 million 
1994. 


Apple suffers financial 
trouble, faces buyout 


REPORTS COMING from 
Apple Computer Inc. over the 
last few months have provided 
a strong indication that the 
company has been suffering all 
sorts of problems. 

It is stated that six months 
ago IBM, Apple's arch rival in 
the personal computer market,, 
was about to purchase the 
company. However, the deal 
never came through and it 
seems as if it won’t anymore. 

Since then, Apple has suf¬ 
fered more losses and a tum¬ 
bling stock price. 

Surprisingly, the company 
has managed to create more 
growth in unit sales, selling 
more Macintosh systems 
every quarter. Yet. due to 
price cuts and the lower l- 
profit margin received by 
Apple, their have been losses. 

During the last year. Apple 
announced that it would be 
licensing its operating system 
and a number of companies 
now produce Macintosh com¬ 
patible systems under their own 
brand names. Companies like 
PowerComputing and DayStar 
have PowerMacintosh- 

compatible systems on the mar¬ 
ket which are reported to be 
doing fairly well. Yet. this 
licensing - move has come loo 
late, if only Apple had done 
this five years ago. it would 
have limited the thunder that 


the PC market has generated. 

At the moment, there is talk 
that Sun Microsystems may be 
interested in buying Apple. 

Sun's takeover would mean 
breathing life into the Power¬ 
Macintosh brand which will 
serve as a central platform of 
personal computing in Sun's 



strategy. 

Currently enjoying much 
growth with the announcement 
of Java, a language for Internet 
authoring which is expected to 
have a major effect on the mar¬ 
ket. Sun is also doing well with 
its high power workstations. 

The Internet has been good 
news for Sun so far on both 
hardware and software ends. 
The company may port some of 
its success in this field to 
Apple. 

In the meantime. Apple 
struggles to get out of its finan¬ 
cial problems and the industry 
is watching as the ‘rebellious 


success story of the last 10 
years’ finally seeks cover from 
a powerful buyer. 

So, whai’s the fate of all 
those millions of Apple users 
out there. 

Basically, they can rest 
assured that a well established 
computer brand like theirs, 
with a standardized operating 
system running on millions of 
systems won’t simply 
disappear. 

Software houses will con¬ 
tinue to cater for Macintosh 
as long as their is a market. 
With the Macintosh still lead¬ 
ing in areas like graphic 
design, publishing and others, 
it looks set to continue to be a 
popular machine which many 
a company would like to awn 
the rights too. 

At one time, over 10 per¬ 
cent of personal computers all 
over the world were Macintosh 
systems. That tirre may come 
again if the licensing strategy 
pays off and if Windows 95 
from Microsoft docs not create 
the immigratian effect 
expected away from the Macin¬ 
tosh operating sys:em. 

The coming weeks will bring 
the Apple saga Lo a conclusion. 
It should prove to be one of the 
most important corporate take¬ 
overs in the computer business. 

The Apple brand will live 
on. but in the hands of possibly 
less revolutionary, but more 
business-savvy ewners. ■ 


HTTP-based 
servers. 


browsers and 


What is TCP/IP 


TCP/IP (Transmission Con¬ 
trol Protocol /Internet Protocol) 
is now the most widely used 
protocol for government, 
research and education, and 
increasingly for both DOS and 
Apple Macintosh. 


Internet access tools 


‘Surfing the NET’ 


Netscape Navigator, one of 
the world's leading World- 
WideWeb browsers, guides you 
through the vast amount of 
information available on the 
Internet and gives you point- 
and-click 


The Worldwide Web 
(WWW or The Web) 


Business and the Internet 


By speeding up the 
exchange of information 
between suppliers, customers 
and business partners world¬ 
wide. The Internet has the 
potential to completely change 
how businesses operate. Busi¬ 
nesses who fail to adjust to the 
fast-pace of changes the Inter¬ 


file World Wide Web pro¬ 
ject originated at CERN (the 
European Particle Physics 
Laboratory) in Geneva. Swit¬ 
zerland in 1989. The Web 
made the Internet more useful 
by using it as a backbone to 
connect over 7.000 servers. 

The Web provides locations 
for information storage, but 
since information in different 


access to text, 
graphics, 
sound and 
video. 

Netscape 
also includes a 
news reader, 
letting you par¬ 
ticipate in any 
of the thou¬ 
sands of news- 
groups on the 
Internet. It is 
fully compati¬ 
ble with other 



The Internet and cyberspace 
(the virtual space that lies 
between the technology) has 
spawned a whole new language 
of Cyber speak! 

Surfing the Net is simply 
accessing the Internet using a 

- Web browser 

such as Net¬ 
scape Naviga¬ 
tor. Mosaic or 
IBM’s new 
Web 
Explorer. 

Web browsers 
only recog¬ 
nize HTML 
documents, 
the document 
standard on 
the Internet. 


News update 


PC Business Is Booming 


• The world's personal com¬ 
puter industry is doing a boom¬ 
ing business. The market 
research firm Dataqucst says 
the industry shipped 59.7 mil¬ 
lion PCs last year, up 24.7 per¬ 
cent from 1994. The industry 
leader continues to be Compaq, 
which has a 10 percent share of 
the market. Dataqucst says 
IBM moved back into second 
place, with eight percent of the 
market, while Apple Computer 
slipped to third place, with 7.8 
percent of the market. Packard 
Bell is No. 4. at 5J percent, 
and NEC is No. 5. at 4.8 
percent. 


desktop models ranging in 
price from $1,499 lo $2,499. 
The Presarin 9200 Series will 
cost from $1.799 to $2,999 and 
is designed to appeal to multi¬ 
media and home office custom¬ 
ers. Both models should be in 
stores within days. 


95 Sales Don’t Hurt 
1 Microsoft 


New Compaqs on the Way 


• The largest maker of per¬ 
sonal computers in the US is 
unveiling a new line in its 
arsenal of goods. Compaq 
Computer today unveiled a new 
roster of home multimedia PCs 
with features that include a 
combination scanncr/kcyboard 
and ‘‘rewritable" CD-ROM 
drives. The Compaq Prcsario 
7200 Series will include five 


• Windows 9S sales may 
have been slightly lower than 
expected in the latest quarter, 
but as Microsoft Corp.’s earn¬ 
ings demonstrate, that was 
hardly enough to slow the com¬ 
puter software giant. While 
sales of the Windows 95 oper¬ 
ating system have fallen short 
of the most optimistic esti¬ 
mates made at the 24 August 
launch, the software already is 
installed on about 20 million 
computers. That makes it the 
most successful such upgrade 
in the personal computer indus¬ 
try’s brief history. But Micro¬ 
soft still faces a long-term 
threat from rivals focusing on 
the fast-growing Internet. ■ 


REUTERS 


BY ZHSD NASSER 


Can email replace the 
traditional fax? 


A COUPLE of weeks ago my printer ran out of ink. As a re- 
suit, I had to run around the office looking for someone else’s 
primer cvcrytime I needed to print out a letter or fax before 
sending it. 

That was when I stopped to think. What am I doing? I’ve 
got a fax/modem on my PC. Isn’t that supposed to effectively 
replace my fox? 

So. I gave it a try. Not that 1 haven't used fax/modem be¬ 
fore. but it's just that we've gotten used to printing our fax 
messages and then making a short trip to the fax machine to 
send them. Once sent, you dip the faxed letter to the small 
confirmation slip and file it. It seemed like the orderly thing 
to do. Besides, with electronic faxes, how can you file outgo¬ 
ing or even incoming ones? The answer is simple, you can. 

By rcpladng the huge box file that occupies space on your 
desk with an electronic folder sitting on your hard disk, you 
feel (ike you've taken another step into the direction of the 
‘paperless office’. 

Although I thought that I had reached the ultimate in utiliz¬ 
ing technology to send fax messages, something else clicked. 

I recalled a con- 
wit h 


ve ration with a 
sales executive at 
Sprint Jordan, the In¬ 
ternet service pro¬ 
viding company 
which is yet lo 
launch its service of¬ 
ficially in the coun¬ 
try. This Sprint offi¬ 
cial had told me of 
his prediction that 
email would replace 
the fax. 



With millions of people ail over ihe world using email eve¬ 
ryday for personal and business purposes, it looked very dear 
that users were pleased with the efficiency of email, opposed 
to receiving a busy tine signal on your fax or getting paper 
jams. 

So. rather than continue to use Winfax software to send a 
Microsoft Word document. I thought that it was worth a try 
taking the email route. 

The Bulletin Board Services I’m subscribed to, NETS and 
ACCESS, offer email. So. I decided to use Lhem to send a 
couple of messages to some people who also subscribe to 
these services. But. not everyone I communicated with had 
used an email service. That was when the wave of progress in 
communications stopped for me. 

it was back to the good old fax/modem which could send a 
message from my screen to anyone's fax machine. Not exact¬ 
ly as flexible as email, but an interim solution until everyone 
logs on. 

It's interesting to think lhaL I didn't replace the ink car¬ 
tridge on my primer. It seemed, for a couple of days, that I 
didn’t need to go and buy one! 

Still, there are other uses for a primer, like printing labels 
and drafting graphics on papcr.Your work is never the same 
without il. 

Fallowing these events, it was worth thinking about the ac¬ 
tual truth to the prediction that email may replace the fax ma¬ 
chine. 

Apparently, it can't just yet. Not in our country, now. 

But in the future, provided everyone adopts email as a nec¬ 
essary office tool, just like the fax is such a necessary tool to¬ 
day, it will catch on as an alternative communication method. 
Eventually, it probably will replace the fax. because il does 
save time and money. It's cheaper to send several pages of 
email internationally than it is to feed several papers to your 
fax machine. Also, it saves your time to just email something. 


One day. communication with the whole world will be just 
the click of a button away. Until then, hold onto your fax ma¬ 
chines. ■ 
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Iraqis in Jordan wait 


mercilessly for 6 February 


By Harry Pullens 

Special lit The Slur 


AS THE Iraqi regime awaits 
impatiently for talks to begin 
in ihe United Nations on reso¬ 
lution 986—the so-called oil- 
for-food formula—Iraqis eve¬ 
rywhere are upbeat about the 
positive socio-economic 
changes it may bring to their 
living conditions. 

Since Iraq agreed weeks ago 
to discuss the resolution {with¬ 
out preconditions] with the 
UN. it has meant something 
else particularly for Iraqis liv¬ 
ing here in Jordan. The memo¬ 
ries of home's heydays have 
not only become more exciting 
but their yearning to go hack 
became stronger than any lime 
since the devastating eco¬ 
nomic sanctions were 
imposed after the Gulf war in 
1991. 

Today, many are undoubt¬ 
edly prepared to go home if 
the oil talks scheduled to 
begin on 6 February’ in fCcw 

York arc successful. 

“Home is always the best 
place, it's only painful when 
it’s no longer as accommodat¬ 
ing as in die past. Before the 
Gulf War and its accompany¬ 
ing sanctions. I used lo feel I 
lived in one of the most fortu¬ 
nate countries in the region, 
life was so cheap then in 
Iraq." says the impoverished 
Urom Basam, an Iraqi middle- 
age woman, whose total ware 
that she sells in downtown 
amount to no more than JD 10. 

“If it truly becomes a real¬ 
ity and wc are able to sell our 
oil once again for at least food 
and medicines I will go hack 
to Iraq immediately," she 
added. 

Umm Bassam's hopes are 
shared by many other Iraqi 
residents in Amman who 
talked lo The Shir. 

In the past. Iraq has consis¬ 
tently rejected the 986 UN res¬ 
olution that would enable it to 


sell over a period 
of six months up 
to S2 billion 
worth of oil. 

The deal 
which will tel 
Iraq buy its much 
needed humani¬ 
tarian goods hud 
been rejected 
because Iraq 
believed that the 
resolution dic¬ 
tates how oil is lo 
be exported; 
imposes strict 
UN supervision 
on revenues; allo¬ 
cates some 
money for relief 
to areas in the 
Northern Iraq 
that arc held by 
Kurdish rebel 
groups and pay 
for the Gulf war 
reparations. 

But today, 
official and pub¬ 
lic optimism in 
Iraq, about the 
upcoming talks 
is said to be mir¬ 
rored on the 
streets nl Baghdad and other 
cities across the country. 

Despite reports that the Iraqi 
authorities were coaxed into 
accepting the deal by the UN 
Secretary-General and with 
France and Russia, questions 
have been raised by people if 
Iraq is willing to accept the 
resolution or is it just only try¬ 
ing to renegotiate its terms. 

The oil sales which is 
expected to improve the condi¬ 
tion of life across Ihe already 
poverty-stricken enuntry of 1H 
milium people can be renewed 
after every six months. 

Responding to these devel¬ 
opments, Ala'a Ahmed, an 
Iraq college lecturer who now 
sells old coins at Raghadun 
Square in dowmnwn said, "it 
would be wrong to think there 
is going to be any rapid or sub- 



As a means of survival, Iraqi women peddle their goods on the Streets of Amman 


slamial changes for now. but it 
is likely to be a step in the right 
direction." 

“From my last visit several 
months ago to Baghdad, it i«. 
most likely that things will 
never be the same again even 
if the sanctions arc lifted.’* he 
lamented. 

Since her defeat in 1991, 
things have never been the 
same again for Iraqis The 
country today Mill remains 
under [He grip of the oil 
embargo imposed after the 
Gulf War. The sanctions with 
the accompanying privations 
have reduced most Iraqis to 
abject poverty and leaving 
many displaced everywhere. 

Over the years. Iraq fought 
ut vain ti) wm UN approval tu 
resume oil sales— the coun¬ 
try’s lifeblood. But manv fac¬ 


tors have militated against the 
regime. The UN continually 
accused Iraq of human rights 
abuses. The defection of Lt. 
Gen. Hussein Kama! Hasson 
AI Majecd to Jordan last 
August, the mastermind of 
Iraq’s military buildup and his 
revelation of Iraq misleading 
the UN on her disarmament 
program have complicated the 
situation. 

The economic sanctions, 
aimed at forcing the regime to 
dismantle its military program 
have only led to a shortage of 
food and medicines, a drastic 
fall in the value of the Iraqi 
dinar and boundless economic 
woes. 

Today many Iraqis in the 
Kingdom who believe that the 
regime is Mill as ruthless as 
ever expressed fear that the 


sanctions may never 
be fully lifted. 

“The interna¬ 
tional community 
will always regard 
Iraq as a threat if 
there is no change in 
regime in Iraq," a 
27-year-o Id Iraqi 
civj) engineer, living 
in Amman who 
refused to be identi¬ 
fied said. 

"A new system 
based on democracy 
and pluralism must 
lake place." he 
added. 

But this is just 
one view. After the 
Gulf War many Ira¬ 
qis abroad and in the 
Kingdom popular¬ 
ized the need for a 
government based 
on democracy. 

Sima Hurmuzy, a 
young Iraqi woman 
who came with her 
family to Amman 
few- years ago 
believes that an 
adoption of the reso¬ 
lution may serve as 
a precedent for the total lifting 
of the sanctions. "I can’L tell 
how Jong it may take for ibe 
situation to become economi¬ 
cally bearable as I'm not a. 
politician, but I’m quite confi¬ 
dent that things will be fine 
again someday”. 

Currently, food prices m 
Iraq have been slashed by half 
Since the oil minister, Amir. 
Rashid announced to the pub¬ 
lic who arc hungry for oil news 
on 19 January that Iraq was . 
finally ready to discuss the oil-' 
for-food deal with the UN. 

The Iraqi dinar has risen 
dramatically against the US 
dollar, trading at 1000 to the., 
dollar as compared with almost 
3000 earlier this month. A fuf* 
thcr surge in the dinar.*?', 
expected with more reduction 
in prices. ■ 
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